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AFGHANISTAN 


FURTHER DEMOCRATIC LAND REFORMS BEING STUDIED 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 28 Jun 82 p 2 
[Reported by M. H. "Rashiq"] 


[Text] In accordance with the policy of the PDPA and the DRA, the implementa- 
tion of democratic and just land reform continues to the benefit and with the 
participation of farmers. The revolutionary party and government gives per- 
menent consideration to the rightful and just demands of farmers, this biggest 
participatory force, for land, water and various types of help. For this 
reason, scientifically based plans continue in implementing the present phase 
of land reform aimed at a rapid growth of productive forces, the institution of 
social justice, and the raising of output levels, thereby permanently improving 
the living condition of farmers. 


The present phase of land reform is being carried out through four action plans. 
The first action plan, which takes into consideration the earlier phase of land 
reform, has been in effect from early September 198] up to the present. Until 
the end of the last solar year [21 March 1982] the plan embraced 21 provinces. 
Various groups of appraisers were dispatched to the provinces. The groups 
clarified the result of the implementation of the first phase of land reform 
and mistakes which had occurred during that implementation. For example, it 
became known that as a result of mistakes, an appreciable percentage of farmers 
had received land during the first phase but have been unable to take care of 
and derive benefit from such land. 


As a result of the implementation of the second action plan, the land ownership 
of 1.2 families was settled, while land and tax registration was carried out 
concerning the land ownership of 297,000 families who had previously received 
land and 74,000 families who recently got land. Thus, land reform will include 
1.57 million families. According to this plan, in addition to the distribution 
of 379,000 jarib of prime land among 74,000 families, in actual fact 1.6 
million title deeds were obtained after land registration for 1.57 million 
families. Thus, the second action plan has corrected mistakes which took place 
during the implementation of the earlier stage of land reform and finalized 

the land distribution. 


The third action plan concerns material, technical and financial help to farmers 
and the organization of farmers into farm cooperatives. This was put into 
effect on a preliminary and trial gasis from the spring of 1981 in the sub- 
districts of Deh Sabz, Chahar Asiyab and Bagrami where 300 jabrib of land have 
thus far been allocated for building farm cooperatives, with the plans and 
designs of below-ground structures having started. At the same time, the areas 
of government mechanized farms and supply, service and machinery sectors have 


been determined. 
1 














Implementation of the third three-stage action plan will take 7 years. Bene- 
fiting from this program will be 780,000 farmer and landowner families and more 
than 1,357 farm cooperatives and their unions. It is expected that by the last 
implementation year of the plan the annual use of fertilizer will increase to 
596,000 tons and improved seed to 116,000 tons, more than a 500 percent increase 
compared to this year's figures. It is estimated that as a result of the imple- 
mentation of the third action plan, farm production will increase by an annual 
average of 1.85 million tons. 


The fourth action plan includes the rejuvenation, renovation and construction 

of infrastructural and public-benefit facilities such as mosques, schools, 
kindergartens, health centers, transport-travel-communication lines, irrigation- 
al and potable water supply facilities and community centers. ‘This plan will 

go into effect parallel with the implementation of the third action progran. 


Once the aforementioned plans are carried out, the revolution of the farmers 
and villagers of the country will save them from long-time backwardness and 
they will come to benefit from all aspects of modern life. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


POLIFERATION OF FARM COOPERATIVES IN HERAT LAUDED 
Kabul ANTS in Dari 24 Jun 82 p 2 
[Interview with Gol Aqa, director of Herat Farm Cooperatives] 


[Text] At the start, I asked Gol Aqa, director of Herat Farm Cooperatives, the 
purpose of setting up farm cooperatives and how they would help in attaining 
the reciprocal cooperation of farmers. He said: 


Farm cooperatives are a rural social organization which play a major role in 
organizing farmers, with their goal being to improve the economic, social and 
educational condition of farmers through reciprocal cooperation, i.e. one for 
all and all for one in raising the output and quality of agriculture goods and 
products. 


Fortunately, our national and revolutionary government aims to raise the output 
levels of agricultural goods and products through the establishment of farm 
cooperatives in the capital and the provinces, beneficial and valuable measures 
intended in improving production and the lives of farmers and toilers. On the 
basis of these high goals, our national and progressive government has up to now 
set up 60 farm cooperatives in Herat Province. 


Of course, the activities of farm cooperatives really revolve around the goal 
of ensuring the welfare and comfort of farmers to the utmost extent, including 
the basic needs of needy farmers. For example, farmers, who for their spring 
and fall cultivati>xn need water, and help in fighting plant and animal pests 
and diseases, can submit written requests to the board of directors of the 

farm cooperatives concerned for such things as chemical fertilizers, improved 
seed, chemicals to fight animal and plant pests and diseases, sinking deep and 
medium-depth wells and agricultural equipment. The board of directors collects 
all applications received from members of the cooperative and takes them for 
discussion and decision to a meeting chaired by the president of the board. Any 
individual requests that are considered to be reasonable are approved and the 
representative of the cooperative is introduced to the appropriate lending in- 
stitution for getting a loan. Once the loan is obtained, it is divided accord~ 
ing to the original applications on a first come, first served basis. 


It must be noted that the board of directors has responsibility over the distri- 
bution and control of loans in that it must insure that the money is used for 
exactly the same goals and purposes for which it was applied. The board is 

held totally liable in such instances. 








Farm cooperatives also have the responsibility to find markets for the surplus 
products of farmers both at home and abroad in order to prevent members of farm 
cooperatives from suffering losses, and butchers and profiteers of localities 
from taking a big chunk of the proceeds from the sale of the surplus products 
of hardworking members of the cooperatives, and to insure that profits derived 
from these sources meet the needs of the hardworking farmers themselves. 


In answer to a question as to ways farmers can be encouraged to join farm 
cooperatives, the director of cooperatives said: 


In order to attract and absorb more farmers in cooperatives and thereby provide 
more services, I believe that prior to the establishment of new cooperatives 

in various localities, an orientation course on the goals and purposes of co- 
operatives should be set up for farmers, who then can become pioneers of the 
movement taking place, explaining the role of cooperatives to fellow-farmers 
and encouraging them to join. Once farmers become familiar with the purposes 
and benefits of farm cooperatives they themselves will be encouraged to re- 
gister and we will be better able to introduce effective measures in organizing 
farming activities. 


I asked Gol Aqa, director of farm cooperatives, to explain cooperative aid for 
the purchase of farm machinery extended to farmers of whom the majority have 
limited acreage. He said: 


First of all, within the farm cooperatives we encourage overall unity among 
the membership and then provide them with easy-term loans to buy on a joint 
basis tractors and other farm machinery and thus increase their production. 


He then referred to the number of cooperatives established so far in Herat 
Province and activities carried out by them by saying: 


Up to now, 60 farm cooperatives have been established and put into operation 
in Herat at a cost of 2,517,525 afghani and four others ahve been formed and 
are being registered. So far, 8,517 farmers have joined and we intend to in- 
crease this number appreciably through information and familiarization of the 
benefits of cooperatives. 


Finally, I asked Gol Aqa, director of Herat Farm Cooperatives, thus far how 
many farmer-members of cooperatives have received agricultural machinery? 
He answered: 


Until now, 13 tractors have been given to farmers on a loan basis. In addi- 
tion, 35 Aryana modern ploughs and 72 pushcarts ahve been distributed among 
farmers on a loan basis. The Farm Cooperatives Office has taken effective 
steps in modernizing agriculture in Herat Province. We hope that once counter- 
revolutionary elements have been cleaned out the scope of these activities 
will expand to help in increasing output and agricultural production and the 
betterment of the lives of farmers. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


WORKERS’ ROLE DEFENDING REVOLUTION EXPLAINED 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 29 Jun 82 p 2 


[Interview with Gholam Sarvar Akhgar, a worker in the State Printing Office, 
by an ANIS correspondent from Herat] 


[Text] I asked Gholam Sarvar Akhgar, a worker in Herat‘ State Printing Office, 
since when he has been working there. He said he had been there since the spring 
of 1941, sometimes as proof-reader of ETEFAQ-E ESLAM newspaper, other times as 

a worker in the typesecting department. 


In answer to a question, Gholam Sarvar Akhgar said: We workers are no end proud 
of the victory of the Sawr revolution and its new and evolutionary phase and 
are honored that the PDPA has taken the reins of political power in its hands 
and the horizons of life for us and all of the people have brightened because 
before the Sawr revolution the pay of us workers was wasted and no attention 
was paid to our self-respect and our responsibilities. Fortunately, with the 
victory of the splendid Sawr revolution all those violations of rights and 
inequalities came to an end and the chains of social oppression fell from the 
hands and feet of us workers for all time. 


Asked what benefits were created for improving the condition of workers after 
the Sawr revolution, he said: 


As a first step, our national and revolutionary government raised workers' 
wages in order to brighten our lives. In the past, wages were so low that they 
merely kept body and soul together but now fortunately our wage scales are 
adequate to meet needs. Moreover, in the past, 6 afghani was allowed to us 
workers for food whereas now it is the same 15 afghani allowed employees. In 
addition to such benefits, our national and progressive government has con- 
sidered a number of other benefits for workers, such as transportation and free 
medical treatment for workers from the budget of the institution concerned and 
commends the work and activities of workers and toilers. Such help and 
appreciation are sure to encourage workers in their productive endeavors. 


Gholam Sarvar Akhgar, the longtime worker of the State Printing Office in Herat 
referred to the valuable role of workers in defense of the revolution and its 
achievements, adding: 

















Aware of the reality of their historic mission in defending the splendid Sawr 
revolution and its achievements and in addition to their assigned responsi- 
bilities, the workers courageously and without fear defend their revolution. 

I can assure you that in seeking the realization of the high goals of the revo- 
lution we shall fight to the last breath counterrevolutionary elements who in- 
effectively try to stone the road of social renovation and bloom; this because 
we want peace, tranquility and honor for our country and hate war and bloodshed. 
Today, our people differentiate right from wrong, are no longer fooled by the 
lies of the enemies of our homeland and will not allow them to be obstacles in 
the way of our country's progress and blooming. 


He continued: Today it is a source of great joy and happiness that all doors 
to education and work are open for everyone whereas before the revolution the 
children of the working class, the helpless and toilers were deprived of edu- 
cation and the gain of knowledge. 


Questioned as to the role of workers in improved production levels, he said: 
Workers are, in reality, the material and spiritual resources of the country 
and as such have an active and valuable role in raising the economic level of 
the country. In the past, whatever the workers produced was for the sole use 
of the arrogant and the bullies whereas today the workers themselves can also 
extensively use what they produce. For this reason our workers are trying with 
all means available to increase output levels to the utmost and to take effec- 
tive and beneficial steps toward blossoming of the country. 


Gholam Sarvar Akhgar had this to say concerning voluntary work: 


Volunteer work which is going in various parts of the country has given bene- 
ficial and positive results. In my opinion, volunteer work has two major and 
fruitful results: First, it creates profit in the national economy. The other 
plus is that in group volunteer work more is accomplished in less time and 
unity between people is increased at the same time. For this reason volunteer 
and group work which increase productivity should be expanded and increased in 
most social institutions and organizations in order to raise the living stan- 
dards of workers and toilers and to strengthen the national economy. 


In conclusion, I asked him if he had any other message for the workers of the 
country. He said: 


As a longtime toiling and experienced worker, my message to other workers and 
toilers of the country is that in whatever locality or institution they happen 
to be working they should, with revolutionary zeal and enthusiasm, demonstrate 
an active and positive role in productive endeavors so that output can be 
boosted and our country can flourish and blossom and on the other hand our 
people who have experienced suffering and who for years were under the ironclad 
high boots of the bullies and bullion owners, can have tranquility and well- 
being and can continue a prosperous life in a peaceful atmosphere. 


It is also the duty of workers to do their share in defending the revolution 
and its grand achievements and not allow elements traitorous to our country to 
stone the road leading to the realization of the progressive goals of our 
national party and government. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


GOVERNMENT PLANNING TO MODERNIZE PRINTING OFFICES 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 26 Jun 82 p 3 
[By HEYWAD reporter Aryandokht ] 


[Text] A technical mission from the Government Printing 
Press recently visited the provinces and installed new 
equipment intended to help increase printing capacity 
and quality. Our correspondent interviewed Mohammad 
Evaz Nabizadeh, supervisor of the Government Printing 
Press, concerning the trips of the technical mission 

and its expansion plans for provincial printing facil- 
ities. We bring you a report on that interview. 


The supervisor of the Government Printing Press began by saying: The technical 
mission of the Government Printing Press recently visited Bamian and installed 
a new printing press and following the dispatch of the undermentioned equipment 
to the province operation of the new facility was launched in a special cere- 
mony: One printing machine, one stapling machine, one cutting machine and a 
manual proof machine. The first Bamian publication, previoulsy printed in 
Kabul, was published locally. It should be noted that in addition to technical 
cadres a number of administrative personnel were assigned to that province. 


Moreover, in order to equip the Kandahar printing press, a number of new mach- 
inery units were sent from the capital to Kandahar Province and installed this 
year, including: one stapling machine, one cutting machine, one zincographic 
press machine, one Soviet-made zincographic turnout machine. Also, a Heidel- 
berg machine of the Kandahar printing press which had stopped working was 
reactivated, thus putting the Kandahar facility into operation. 


Future plans call for the installation and operation of the following in Kandahar 
Province: one set printing machine, thru zinc cutting machines and one Tiegle 
[as published] printing machine. 


Mohammad Evaz Nabizadeh added: Equipment sent to the Helmand Province printing 
press in 1358 [21 March 1979-20 March 1980] were installed in a government 
building and put into operation. Spare parts and material needed by the Helmand 
printing press have been ordered, and will be installed and put into operation 
after they are available. 











The following new printing equipment have been sent to and installed in Herat 
Province: one large paper-cutting machine, one stapling machine, one section 
cutting machine, one zincographic turnout machine and a zincogrphaic film 
press. A special ceremony was held to mark the start of operations of the 
new machinery. At the same time, the printing office's needs for equipment 
and parts were looked into. Plans call for the dispatch in the future of one 
zincographic camera, one zinc cutting machine and one Tiegle machine, along 
with needed parts and material, to the above-mentioned province. 





It must be mentioned in connection with the purchase of new machinery from 

the USSR that it has been agreed that installation will be carried out by 
experienced specialists but the mission surveying provincial printing facil- 
ities has, in addition to its assigned duties, installed a number of machinery 
equipment, a praiseworthy initiative on its part. 


It is noteworthy that no effort has been spared in the installation of the new 
machinery in the provinces. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


UNIONS OF INTELLECTUALS TO STRESS REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 30 Jun 82 p 2 
[Reported by R Hamrazm] 


[Text] The national and democratic Sawr revolution and its new evolutionary 
stage have not only opened new horizens for the capabilities and active partic- 
ipation of all progressive strata and forces in the historic struggle to rapid- 
ly overcome backwardness and to create a new society free of exploitation of 
each and every citizen, but also imparted a sense of prophetic mission to 

all knowledgeable, intellectual and patriotic strata for the need to mobilize 
all progressive forces and institutions of the masses around the high goals 

of the party and the rapid reflection of those goals among the masses. The 
correct and effective realization of these responsibilities at the present 
sensitive stage of the revolution is highly important. 


Since the revolutionary party and government consider as high priority the 
mobilization of all democratic and mass supported institutions for the attain- 
ment of the final goals of the revolution and the safeguarding of benefits 
derived from it, they have put into effect a series of beneficial measures 
aimed at creating unity and solidarity of the people around the party and 

the widening of the social base of the revolution in establishing various 
social and masses-oriented bases within the wideranging framework of the 
Pedar-e Watan National Front, the solid base of the toilers' rule in the 
country. The establishment of the Unions of Creative Intellectuals is among 
these important measures. 


It is clear that at the present stage of the national and democratic revolution, 
with the government on the one hand totally immersed in planning a new life 

and in implementing development programs at various levels of the social life 

of the toilers and on the other hand imperialism and the counterrevolution 
continuing to stone the renovation plans of our country, a mission and a sensi- 
tive role devolve upon all progressive forces and institutions of the masses to 
confront all evil plans of imperialism and to realize the high ideals of the 
revolution. A special mission devolves upon the Unions of Creative Intellect- 
uals which must shoulder a major role in explaining the goals of the revolution 
and in counteracting the conspiracies of imperialism. 




















Our revolutionary party and government has and continues to give the highest 
importance to the role of progressive intellectuals, scholars, writers, poets 
and artists--these harbingers of a new life and strugglers on the road to peace 
and freedom--in explaining the goals of the revolution and in attracting the 
cooperation of the masses in realizing those goals. It is up to progressive 
writers and intellectuals to use their pens and the result of their creative 
and artistic work in the present stage of the revolution to reflect on a wide 
scale the popular policy of the party and the government and to express the 
progressive thinking and justice seeking popular system of rule, and to carry 
out their big historic responsibility in making known the work and the heroisms 
of the revolutionary corps and the strugglers on the road of freedom for the 
masses. 


The Union of Creative Intellectuals, in addition to their struggle for the 
development of the talents of artists and writers and for making known the 
cultures of various nationalities in our country, has a major responsibility 
toward the ever-increasing mobilization of national and progressive forces for 
their participation in the renovation of society and in safeguarding its 
achievements. 


The PDPA's action program sheds light on the role of intellectuals in the 

life of society in these words: "Intellectuals have a major role and 
responsibility in the life of our society and the growth of the revolutionary 
movement. Intellectuals, including intellectuals in the military, have been 
and are in the front ranks of the strugglers on the road for the renovation of 
the homeland. Today, a large segment of the intellectuals of our homeland 

are in the progressive thinking process of our times. These intellectuals are 
helping to bolster the interests and will power of our fighting toilers by 
elevating their political and educational awareness." 


The party's action program has this to say in regard the future role of 
intellectuals: "In che future, as a result of the targeted efforts of the 
PDPA and the DRA, the importance and the clear role of revolutionary intellec- 
tuals will increase and as a result of the joining of the best representatives 
of toilers and most of all workers, farmers and soldiers to their ranks, they 
will become a yet more important force in society". 
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AFGHANISTAN 


TWO GROUPS OF WORKERS’ CHILDREN VISIT USSR 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 28 Jun 82 p 8 


[Text] Yesterday, two groups of toiling workers’ children of Kabul left for 
Scviet Uzbekistan for a month's vacation. 


The children's vacation program was arranged by the DRA's central council of 
the Federation of Guilds and the Federation of Trade Unions of the USSR. 


Before the departure of the children of the Afghani workers for the Soviet 
Union, there was a gathering at the offices of the central council of the 
Federation of Guilds at which President or the Council Sattar Pordeli spoke 
about the interest shown toward the proper upbringing the country's children 
and the need to instill the feeling of patriotism and love toward their 
homeland by the PDPA and by the person of Babrak Karmal, the secretary general 
of the central committee of the PDPA and head of the Revolutionary Council, 
and wished the children a good trip. 


Borhan Ghiyasi, first secretary of the central committee of the Afghanistan 
Democratic Youth Organization, also spoke about the wishes of the government 
and the party toward the proper upbringing of the country's children. 


Bakhtar's Information Agency committee's correspondent reported from the meeving 
that Mir Hasan Shah, a worker of the Jangalak Factories representing the 
families of the children going to the USSR, and Susan, girl scout student of the 
Shirinu school, expressed thanks for the arrangements made for the children's 
trip. 


Yesterday, 328 children of Kabul workers left on two planes for Soviet 


Uzbekistan. Two other groups of children were due to leave for that country 
tcday. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


RIGHTS OF WOMEN, MOTHERS EMPHASIZED 
Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 29 Jun 82 p 6 
[Report by Hedayat Akbari] 


[Text] Mothers are stronger than death, mothers who regularly love scholars 
and the learned to the world and create poets and heroes. 


Mothers who give the gifts of pride and fame to the world are stronger than 
death and their smile is more pleasant than the warmth of the sun. 


We honor woman because as a mother she is the indestructible source of life 
before whom even death bows its head. Let us bow to woman and honor her 
because she has brought the great men of the world: Aristotle, Ferdowsi, 
the dulcet-tongued Sa'adi and Omar Khayyam. 


Alexander the Great and blind Homer are all her children. All of them have 
tasted of her milk and she has taken the hand of each and led them into the 
world. 


We must always bear in mind the good desire of recognizing the worth of a woman, 
of saving her from detention and slavery. 


Yes, we cannot forget this human being who has suffered torture and pain for 
years, has spent her time in a corner of the house under a 'chador' and yet 
has managed to live her life despite thousands of miseries while deprived 

of everything. We fight for her. Any person carrying kindness for humanity 
in his heart cannot but be saddened and pained by seeing and hearing about 
the sufferings of women. 


From now on we say in a clear voice: 0O woman, rise now. Why remain asleep. 
Arise, for the walls of slavery and pain are no more and will never return and 
the rays of the sun have entered your home. 


Why remain under the ‘chador'? Rise so that you may not lag behind your brothers. 
O, Afghan girl, there is no longer any son of a khan or feudal chief to play 


with your life. There is no longer anyone to sell you by force or through 
violence. 
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There is no longer anybody who because of useless custom can hand over widows 
to anyone. You are now alive and will no more submit to bondage and undesir- 
able customs. Now everyone accords you importance and worth. 


They know the value of a mother, a woman, a girl, a sister, Now that they 
have recognized the worth of women as human beings and co-workers alongside 
men, the road of happiness has been opened for you. No longer are you a sale- 
able thing. 


Those who used to sell you and cause you misery for the sake of money were 


destroyed and you will face poverty and want no more. It is now your duty, 
O woman, to wake up and soar toward the skies. 
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ALGERIA 


PORTS CAPACITY AND POTENTIAL REVIEWED 
Paris EUROPE OUTREMER in French No 625, Feb 82 pp 25-26 
[Article: "Decline in Oil Products Exportations"] 


[Excerpt] Playing an essential part in trade, with some 30 ports distributed 
along 1,200 km of shores, the Algerian sea traffic is rapidly expanding. How- 
ever, it is now facing serious difficulties, for the ports are obsolescent and 
no longer meet the requirements of the increased traffic. Ports like Algiers, 
for instance, are always congested, their quays and storage areas always clut- 
tered. Efforts are now being made to solve this problem (modernization of 
handling techniques, working around the clock, accelerating procedures, etc.). 
Under the new Five-Year Plan, the Algerian ports should be able to handle 

a 20 percent traffic increase. 


We should note that the sea transport sector has just been placed under the 
authority of the Secretariat of State to Fisheries, to make sure that these 
two sectors complement each other and to take advantage of institutions which 
are already operational in order to overcome the difficulties which the 
maritime sector is now facing. 


A 10 Percent Decline 


The year 1980 was marked by a decrease of more than 10 percent in the overall 
goods traffic. The number of ships calling at the 13 ports of the Algerian 
coast remained practically the same (18,193 in 1980, 18,556 in 1979); however, 
the registered tonnage declined by 13 percent (from 89 million tons in 1979 

to 77 million tons in 1980). In 1980, 63.4 million tons of goods were handled, 
against 71 million in 1979. This appreciable decrease is essentially due to 
the decline of oil prodvcts exportations. Importations amounted to some 14 
million tons, corresponding to a 10 percent increase, mainly in fertilizers 
(424,000 tons, i.e. + 171 percent), metallurgical products (1,417,000 tons, 
i.e. + 24.6 percent), cereals (2,063,000 tons, i.e. + 14.3 percent), chemicals 
(469,000 tons, i.e. + 40 percent), and foodstuffs (2,113,000, i.e. + 11.7 
percent). 


The largest decreases were in durable goods (- 34.1 percent) which accounted 
for 614,000 tons in 1980, and cement (- 18.8 percent) with 956,000 tons. 
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Exportations amounted to 49 million tons (against 58 million in 1979), i.e. 

a 15 percent decrease. Oil products, which represent 94 percent of all 
products shipped, show a 14 percent decline over 1979: 46 million tons against 
54 million tons in 1979. Ores have also experienced a marked decline (- 40.8 
percent), with 1,442,000 tons in 1980 against 2,440,000 tons. Other products 
showing a decline are: agricultural products (59,000 tons; - 55.7 percent), 
chemicals (24,000 tons; - 35.5 percent). A number of sectors experienced a 
strong increase, e.g. construction materials with 102,000 tons (78.1 percent), 
including 74,000 tons of cement (4,300 tons in 1979); metallurgical products, 
192,C00 tons (25.3 percent); manufactured goods, 124,000 tons (+ 101 percent); 
wines and alcohols, 248,000 tons (+ 2.1 percent). 


Passenger traffic increased by 22 percent, with 476,000 passengers taken on 
board or landedc in 1980, against 390,000 in 1979, i.e. a 21.9 percent increase. 
In 1980, 47.4 percent of the passenger traffic went through the port of Algiers. 


Algiers 


In 1980, the port of Algiers showed a slight progression over 1979 (5,782,000 
tons, i.e. + 1.2 percent). The goods unloaded (72 percent of traffic) account- 
ed for 4,126,000 tons; the goods loaded for 1,598,000 tons. Oil products 
(2,180,000 tons) represented approximately 38 percent of the overall traffic. 
Other important sectors were: agricultural products, 953,000 tons (+ 24.8 per- 
cent); foodstuffs and fodders, 710,000 tons (+ 4.1 percent); metallurgical 
products, 284,000 tons (+ 70.2 percent); fertilizers, 102,000 tons (+ 1,085 
percent). The following showed a decline: construction materials, 126,000 
tons (- 49.3 percent) and chemicals, 114,000 tons (- 9.4 percent). 


Annaba 


The first Algerian port for goods traffic, if oil products are excluded, 
Annaba experienced a 2.5 percent decline in traffic in 1980, due to a 
drop in ore exportations (- 40.9 percent). In 1980, importations thre gh 
Annaba amounted to 3,250,000 tons, exportations to 2,333,000 tons. The 

main importations were: metallurgical products, 508,000 tons; foodstuffs, 
287,000 tons; cement, 334,000 tons; cereals, 131,000 tons. The largest in- 
creases overall were for chemicals (135,000 tons; + 412 percent), mineral 
fuels (870,000 tons; + 294 percent). Oil products accounted for 21.8 percent 
of tke total traffic (524,000 tons). In 1980, passenger traffic amounted 

to 45,000 people (+ 21.5 percent). 


Oran 


In 1980, importations accounted for most of the traffic through the port of 
Oran; with 2,197,000 tons, they represented over 91 percent of the total 
traffic. Exportations amounted to 197,000 tons. The progression over 1979 
was 10.2 percent. Agricultural products remained stable at 647,000 tons, 
as did foodstuffs with 433,000 tons. Traffic progressions involved metal- 
lurgical products (262,000 tons; + 44.4 percent), chemicals (123,000 tons; 

+ 48.7 percent), fertilizers (50,000 tons; + 68 percent), machinery, vehicles 
and manufactured goods (225,000 tons; + 14.5 percent). Passenger traffic 
showed a marked increase (+ 48.8 percent), reaching 161,400 passengers per 
year. 


's 














Bejaia 


The second port for oil products traffic, the fourth if oil products are ex- 
cluded Bejaia had a total traffic of 11,534,000 tons in 1980. Oil products 
accounted for 90.6 percent of the total, with 10,454,000 tons, i.e. nearly 

all the exportations. Importations (1,293,000 tons) increased by 9.4 percent 
over 1979: cereals, 254,000 tons; cement, 263,000 tons; foodstuffs, 251,000 
tons. We should note that fertilizers increased to 18,000 tons (+ 200 percent) 
and ores to 10,000 tons (+ 529 percent). In 1980. the passenger traffic 
amounted to 44,000 people (+ 14.5 percent). 


Arzew 


The first Algerian port by its traffic volume (24,498,000 tons), Arzew is 
essertially devoted to oil products exportations. In 1982 [as published], 
crude oil represented 22,343,000 tons. The remainder was distributed as 
follows: gas products, 1,803,000 tons; refined products, 4,700 tons; others, 
240,000 tons. This sector showed a decline of approximately 4 percent. In 
1980, the only importations through Arzew were for durable goods (69,000 tons; 
- 12 percent). 


Skikda 


In 1980, the total traffic through the port of Skikda amounted to 10,039,000 

tons, including 8,979,000 tons of oil products (- 18.4 percent compared with 

1979). The goods traffic, oil products excluded, amounted to 1,060,000 tons. 
In progression: agricultural products and live animals (295,000 tons; + 26.8 

percert), foodstuffs and fodders (147,000 tons; + 25 percent), machinery and 

manufactured goods (120,000 tons; + 32.5 percent). In decline: metallurgical 
products (- 14.3 percent) with 280,000 tons, and construction materials 

(- 13.5 percent) with 164,000 tons. 


The port of Arziw-El-Djedid or Bethioua, essentially an oil port, totalled 
1,823,000 tons in 1980, showing a 67.2 percent decline. In 1979, oil products 
exportations amounted to 5,560,000 tons. 


Total traffic of the other ports: Mostaganem, 853,000 tons (+ 19 percent); 
El-Ghazawet, 385,000 tons (+ 22 percent); Jijel, 233,000 tons(+ 14 percent); 
Beni-Saf, 127,000 tons (+ 11 percent); Delles, 104,000 tons (- 16 percent). 


A 3.15 Million Algerian Dinar Investment Program 


To ensure the expansion of maritime transport, the previous plans provided for 
the development of facilities for oil products, and some of their realizations 
had made it possible to give a new dimension to the Arzew and Skikda ports. 
Thanks to various improvements, other ports have become able to increase the 
industrial and commercial activities of their regions (Annaba, Jijel and Beni- 
Saf). The new Five-Year Plan provides for a 3.15 billion Algerian dinar 
investment program which, in addition to increasing commercial traffic by 20 
percent, would enable the Algerian fleet to ensure 25 to 30 percent of the 
country's foreign trade, through the acquisition of ships and the development 
of maintenance. 
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The plan provides for the continuation of maintenance work, the overhauling of 
the existing infrastructures so the ports can receive new ships with special 
handling requirements, the expansion of secordary ports (Bejaia, Annaba, Beni- 
Saf, Delles) so as to relieve the larger ports, the realization of a new port 
at Djenden (10 km from Jijel) for the iron and steel industry--work is schedul- 
ed to start in 198Z7--and finally the development of fisheries infrastructures 
through the construction of protective works along the coast. 


Infrastructure works will involve the consolidation of protective works, the 
dredging of water bodies (to tackle the silting up of certain ports) and the 
underpinning of quays. Once the depths of draught have thus been improved, 
ships with larger tonnages will be able to come alongside. The creation of 
deep-sea stations for cereal ships will also eliminate the necessity of system- 
atically unburdening them. Once the quays are aligned and the many cambers 
filled in, there will more room to store goods and install new services, like 
the lumber terminal in the Algiers port. Additional platforms will be created 
by projections which will be built after existing areas have been improved. 
Finally, Ro-Ro [expansion unknown] terminals will be installed in Algiers (3), 
Oran (2), Mostaganem (2), and one each in Annaba, Skikda and El-Ghazawet. 
Containerization will be carried out at a rapid pace in the larger ports. 

In 1980, for instance, 22,156 containers transited through Algiers (426 in 
1976). 


The superstructures will be entirely renovated: the railroad system will be 
expanded so goods can be moved faster, the lighting system will be improved 
to make night-work possible, the maritime terminals will be modernized and 
enlarged to adapt them to changes in passenger and vehicle traffic, the 
storage facilities (especially in Oran and Annaba) will be renovated, each 
port will receive a data-processing terminal, etc. 
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ALGERIA 


ECONOMIC STATUS EXAMINED 
Dakar AFRICA in French No 142, Jun-Jul 82 pp 49-50 
[Article: "Algeria: A Healthy Economy”) 


[Text] The FINANCIAL TIMES, the London business daily, points out to Algeria's 
serenity in the midst of the present "oil tempest"; it also points out that 
the past policy of this country is now bringing in "dividends." 


Whereas the glut of crude oil on international markets has become almost the 
sole concern of everyone inside OPEC, the Algerian minister of Energy, 

Mr Belkacem Nabi, could be forgiven for displaying a more serene countenance 
than his colleagues. A rather consistent policy has made it possible to re- 
duce significantly the country's dependence on crude oil exportations, and 
the North-African producer--the 10th in size among OPEC members--is now con- 
centrating on refined products, gas condensates, liquefied petroleum gas, 
and gas. 


Thus, the newspaper goes on, although Algeria will not receive more than 9.7 
billion dollars this year for its oil products exportations, this will have no 
dramatic effect on the country's five-year development plan (1980-1985). The 
recent signature with France of an agreement for the supply of 9.1 billion 
cubic metersof liquefied natural gas per year, and the probable supply to 
Italy of 12 billion cubic meters of gas per year (before the end of 1982) 
indicate, however, that Algeria's income from gas exportations should triple 
this year and increase by 50 percent in 1983, in spite of the cancellation, 

in February 1981, of a large gas supply agreement with the American company 

El Paso. 


Algeria is also served by healthy foreign finances. Over half its foreign 
currency debt, of which an estimated 17.5 billion dollars had been laid out 
by the end of 1981, is in export credits. This will reduce interest payments 
on the debt, since these credits bear a fixed interest and usually longer 
terms of paymert than bank credits. There appears to be no lack of conces~- 
sionary funds, as demonstrated if need be by the rush to provide help for 

the reconstruction of El Asnam, destroyed by an earthquake in 1980. The 
British export credit guarantee department (ECGD) is now contemplating the 
possibility of provisioning a large credit to finance housing contracts in 
Algeria, and similar contracts are under negotiation with other countries. 
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The profile of Algeria's commercial debt appears to be better than those of 
other OPEC bcrrowers: 16 percent of the debt only are maturing between June 
1981 and June 1982; that percentage is 41 percent for Indonesia and 59 per- 
cent for Venezuela. This year, interests on Algeria's debt will amount tc 

some 4.5 billion dollars, slightly more than in 1981, but it has large reserves: 
3.6 billion dollars in foreign currencies and 1.7 billion dollars in gold. At 
market prices, these reserves could easily cover importations for more than 

six months. 


High Algerian officials are uncompromising in their will not to look for new 
loans for the time being. Should they change their minds before the end cf 

the year, they would almost certainly find a favorable response with the 

banks which are keeping their channels of communications open. Indeed, during 
the past two years, Algerian borrowers did not borrow from financial syndicates 
nor on international bond markets, and they renegociated a few large loans 
contracted at the end of the 1970's, thus obtaining lower margins. 


Picking Up the Big Challenges 


The times for investments in heavy industry are gone, the London daily notes, 
and the industrial base is built. The present plan is trying to improve the 
infrastructures (schools, roads, ports, hospitals) of the country to ensure 

a better coordination between the myriad of national companies and to encourage 
agriculture (...). Although sometimes costly, these projects do not require 
the very heavy investments required in the 1970's by liquefied natural gas 
plants, ships and steel. The scaling-down of some projects and the postponing 
of some others until the next Five-Year Plan will not basically interfere with 
what President Chadli is trying to achieve. 





The present situation will not necessarily make Algerian leaders less radical 
than before with respect to oil and gas prices. The leadership, however, is 
comforted by the fact that its policy of diversifying oil products sales dur- 
ing the past 10 years, and of controlling the foreign currency debt since 1979 
has strengthened the financial and economic structure of the country. 


Finally, the improvement of the national economic management also contributes 

to reduce costs and to strengthen the confidence of the international community 
in Algeria's ability to face effectively certain big challenges which confront 
it. The very high rate of growth of the population--60 percent of the Alger- 
ians are under 20--and the resulting constraints on public services, as well 

as the country's strong dependence when it comes to food products, are grounds 
for concern, but the large-scale restructuring of the economy through a change 
in investment options and the reorganization of many national companies and 
institutions, including barks, are paving the way over obstacles. 
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ALGERIA 


DEVELOPMENT OF MARKET~GARDENING 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 8 Jul 82 p 3 


[Article: "Market-Gardening: The Need To Improve Production and Master the 
New Technologies") 


[Text] The climate and soil conditiors in Algeria are very 
favorable to a high-quality market-gardening production. Many 
hours of sunshine all the year round. and diversified environ- 
mental conditions in the various regions of the country offer 
considerable possibilities for a staggering of vegetable 
production over the whole year so as to meet the requirements 
of the population and of the food industry. 


In addition, the proximity of foreign markets makes it possible to contemplate 
a profitable marketing of the fresh vegetables produced in coastal areas during 
the fall, winter and spring. 


The present difficulties which hinder the large-scale development of market- 
gardening are the result of irregularities in the climate, the lack of water 
and the lack of a competent and stable labor force. | 


Early in 1980, market-gardening production amounted to 1,300,000 tons harvested 
on a total area of 180,000 hectares, i.e. a productivity level equal to one 
fourth that of a country like the Netherlands, to give an example. A rapid 

and efficient action on constraining factors would result in a rapid increase 
of production. 


The exportations of market-garden produce were high in colonial times and 
dropped in 1964, to recover appreciably until 1970 and then drop again suddenly 
to a low level during the past few years. 


This phenomenon could be explained by an increase in the domestic vegetable 
consumption, at prices often higher than those paid for exported produce. 


Market-gardening plays an important part in Algerian agriculture. As far as 
area is corcerned, it represents 1.8 percent of the useful agricultural area, 
2 percent of the plowable lands, 23 percent of the total irrigated crops and 
31 percent of the perenially irrigated areas. 
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This type of crops provides some 20 million days of work, i.e. 10 percent of 
agricultural employment. The gross product obteined represents approximately 
10 percent of the gross agricultural product. 


Such a situation cannot be considered as positive if one considers that, at 
production level, most market-garden crops are not profitable and sometimes 
show a deficit. The yields are too low. 


As far as marketing is concerned, the reorganization of the distribution net- 
work, as well as the creation of CAPCS [Communal Multiservice Agricultural 
Cooperatives] and COFEL [Fruit and Vegetable Cooperatives] which had a favor- 
able effect by ensuring guaranteed minimum prices to the producers and reduc- 
ing excessive profit margins, could not fully replace the unofficial market. 


At present, at corsumer's level, there are shortages and intolerable price 
hikes on many garden-market items which are sold in insufficient quantities 
and quality. 


In view of the increased requirements of the population, the requirements for 
market-garden produce will increase fourfold during the next 25 years. There- 
fore, we must anticipate, plan and act efficiently so as to make sure these 
requirements are met to the largest possible extent. Garden-marketing can and 
must provide a considerable added value for the farms, the regions and the 
nation. 


Whereas the 1980-1984 national development plan did not make it possible to 
make a full analysis of the present market-gardening situation, it neverthe- 
less mede it possible to define rationally the objectives and means to use to 
achieve a recovery in this sector. 


As far as production is concerned, efforts must be made to increase yields, 
expand irrigated areas and reduce non-irrigated market-gardening. 


Thus, taking imperatives and priorities into account, an additional 21,000 
hectares of irrigated lands will be devoted to the national production of 
seedlings and seeds (14,000 hectares) and to hothouse crops (2,000 hectares). 
Only 9,000 hectares will be devoted to field crops. 


An effort will have to be made to increase yields from 9 tons per hectare to 
11.2 tons. Such a yield must be achieved at all costs, otherwise market- 
gardening might not remain profitable. 


The increase in irrigated areas (9,000 hectares of fields plus 2,000 hectares 
of hothouses), added to yield-standards which must be met, should make it 
possible to increase the vegetable supply level appreciably. 


With respect to cultivation under plastic, the present 2,000 hectares represent 
the start of a larger program which should cover 10,000 hectares by 1990, at 
the cost of large investments, and should make it possible to triple or quad- 
ruple production in the traditional market-gardening areas. 














The realization of such a program should, in principle, represent a contribu- 
tion of 4 percert in 1984 and 20 percent in 1990, and possible exportations 
of 200,000 tons. 


As far as seeds and seedlings are concerned, numerous constraints will still 
prevent total supply self-sufficiency which is expected to be reached between 
now and the end of 1984. 


Such self-sufficiency could become possible only through the realization of 

a program involving 60,000 tons of cold storage facilities and 40,000 tons 

of facilities to fully satisfy the seed requirements for late-season vegetables 
and to satisfy 50 percent of the seed requirements for early and in-season 
vegetables. 


If such actions were taken, the annual importations of seeds and seedlings, 
which are now 110,000 tons, could be reduced to 30,000 tons for class grades 
and 4,500 tons for super-elite grades. 


The actual mastery of seed and seedling production is dependent upon the 
creation and maintenance of a specifically Algerian technology, resulting in 
the creation and management of basic stocks of vegetable material. 


The appreciable improvement in national production, the development of cultiva- 
tion under plastic, the control of the national seed. and seedling preduction, 

and the creation of Algerian varieties, are the main lines along which efforts 

must be made to achieve the recovery and development of market-gardening. 
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ALGERIA 


FISHING SECTOR EXAMINED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 8 Jul 82 p 3 
[Article: "Fisheries: Optimum Exploitation of Our Resources"] 


[Text] With an annual production which, on the eve of the 
Five-Year Plan, varied between 35,000 and 40,000 tons, 
Algerian fishing plays a non-negligible part in the country's 
economy, in spite of the characterized deficiencies that 
still remain and put this sector among the: most backward 

in the country. 


However, the desire to develop sea-fishing, especially, 
leads us to believe that, if adequate measures were taken, 
Algeria could soon double its fish production, one of the 
most reliable sources of animal protein. 


Since the creation of the Secretariat of State to Fisheries (SEP) in April 
1979, a number of operations have been launched to improve the situation of 
this sector which, on the eve of the 1980-1984 Five-Year Plan, was essentially 
cheracterized by: 


- A production that remained below its estimated 80,000 ton potential and 
especially below the requirements of the market, although the latter is still 
characterized by a very low consumption level (less than 2 kg per person per 
year). 


- A very old fleet, much too small and concentrated in the west of the country. 


- Backward support infrastructures (fishing ports, shipbuilding and maintenance 
yards, refrigeration, supply, distribution). 


~ An almost total dependence on foreign countries for most equipment and pro- 
ducts necessary to its operation. 


- A lack of cadres and a low overall technical training level. 


- A minority representation of the public sector (less than 10 percent of the 
national fish production). 
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- Dominance of the private sector, although it is ill-equipped, not organized 
and not under control. 


- An administration that would require strengthening, especially at the local 
level. 


A Part Defined 


Based on these observations, the 1980-1984 Five-Year Plan outlined a program 
of action involving all of these points and aiming at installing "the overall 
organization required to achieve optimum exploitation of our resources which, 
at present, are exploited only to 50 percent." 


This organization has the following objectives: 


- To fill in rapidly the largest gaps in the fields of training (creation of 
some 10 schools distributed along the coast), research, shipbuilding and 
maintenance, and port infrastructure. 


- To give impetus to the private sector through an adequate credit policy, 
a regular supply of fishing equipment and spare parts, and an improvement 
of fishermen's proficiency. 


- To increase the fleet since an appreciable production improvement can be 
obtained only through ar increase in the number of ships. 


- To improve fisheries monitoring through a strengthening of the fisheries 
administration and the creation of decentralized services in the maritime 
governorates. 


- To reorganize the public sector by defining the part it should play in the 
production and supply of goods and services to integrate fishing to the 
national economy. 


- To develop aquaculture and deep-sea fishing so as to meet the needs fully. 


All these operations together made it possible to define clearly a fisheries 
development policy, a rational and rigorous planning, and adequate human and 
material means. 


A Rational and Rigorous Planning 


Since data on fishing resources are still uncertain, extensive and comprehen- 
sive studies are being made, and the Secretariat of States to Fisheries and 
Maritime Transport is contemplating an individualized operation by the Ministry 
of Planning and National Development during the secord half of 1982. 


To achieve the production objectives of the Five-Year Plan (80,000 tons, i.e. 
4 kg per year per person), the Secretariat of State to Fisheries has been 
carrying out a large scale operation since 1979 to renew and increase the 
fishing fleet. In 1979, the fishermen population was estimated at 4,300 and 














was characterized by its old age (75 percent over 40), its low schooling level 
and a ridiculously inadequate technical training. 


The new organization now provides technical training centers for fishermen; 

by 1984, some 10 schools will be provided along the coast (5 are already oper- 
ational) as well as additional-training units (10 such units will also be 
provided by 1984). 


For the moment, the missior of these centers is to provide additional train- 
ing for active unqualified fishermen. Later on, they will ensure the recycling 
of qualified personnel and the popularization of new fishing techniques. 


Finally, a "higher education" channel is intended to train "bridge and machine" 
officers for ocean fishing, and engineers and higher technicians to operate 
this sector. : 


As far as port infrastructures are concerned, a program was developed jointly 
with the ministry of Public Works to outline priorities with respect to the 
development of existing fishing ports and the creation of new ports and 
shelter harbors. 


A program for the realization of ground-support infrastructures for each of 
the ports has also been implemented: ice factory, covered markets, maintenance 
yards, shipbuilding yards, fishermen's cabins, fuel supply. 


By the end of the Five-Year Plan, which provides for total authorized expen- 
ditures of 1.03 billion, the following goals, among others, are expected to 
be achieved: 


Production of 80,000 tons (estimated 1982 production: 60,000 tons). 
- Acquisition of 727 ship units, including 251 replacement units. 


- Exploitation of coral and development of agricultural activities. 


Development of seafood processing and sales activities. 
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ALGERIA 


MINISTER DISCUSSES ECONOMIC SITUATION, FUTURE PLANS 
Paris LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE in French 5 Jul 82 pp 32-33 


{Interview with Minister of Planning and National Development Abdelhamid Brahimi 
by Jean-Pierre Sereni; date and place not given] 


[Text] On Monday, 5 July 1982, Algeria is celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
the winning of its independence. On the economic level, there have been very 
far-reaching changes. A rural and agricultural country in 1962, Algeria has 
become basically a producer of hydrocarbons in the process of speedy industri- 
alization. This alteration has not been without its difficulties and failures, 
which have forced corrections in orientation. After the death of Houari 
Boumediene in December of 1978, a new path was pursued in Algerian economic 
policy, with greater concern for the major balances and stability. The author 
of this change was without a doubt Minister of Planning and National Develop- 
ment Abdelhamid Brahimi, an economics professor of 46 whose background included 
the underground, the oil business and the United States, who enjoys the full 
confidence of President of the Republic Benjedid Chadli. In an exclusive inter- 
view granted to LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE, he assessed the 20 years of Algerian 
socialism. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Twenty years after independence was won, what lesson 
can be drawn from the Algerian development experience? 


Abdeihamid Brahimi: First and foremost, there is great doctrinal and political 
continuity harking back to the Algerian people's traditions of struggle and 
combat to reestablish their dignity and their national identity. There is 
also continuity in the development of the Algerian revolution, the doctrinal 
foundations of which, from the Soumman platform (1956) to the national charter 
(1976), have undergone a constant deepening. 


There is fidelity to the basic values of our identity, drawing from the deep 
sources of the Algerian nation and Arab-Muslim civilization. Continuity and 
fidelity profoundly characterize the efforts to build a modern state and an 
independent economy based on socialism. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Can one speak of continuity linking the wholehearted 


self-management of the first president of the republic, Ahmed Ben Bella, and 
the Jacobin statism of his successor, Houari Boumediene? 
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Abdelhamid Brahimi: Between 1962 and 1966, Algeria passed through a period in 
the economic field characterized above all by experiments, hesitation and im- 
provisation. In fact, it was not until 1966 that a consistent economic and 
social strategy for the period until 1980, based on several major options, was 
drafted. The domestic market constitutes the basis of our development; Algeria 
must provide itself with its own sources of accumulation thanks to expansion of 
the public sector; a foreign balance should be sought; and finally, we are 
diversifying trade relations by establishing links with the Third World and 

the socialist countries. 


This strategy was put into practice beginning in 1967 by means of the three 
successive plans extending through 1979. The current five-year plan (1980- 
1984), with some modifications, comes within this context. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Weren't the Algeria people and their daily life somewhat 
neglected in this ambitious approach? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: In order to understand the collective and social needs of 
our population properly, its extraordinary demographic vitality must be taken 
into account. It is increasing at 3.2 percent per year. Algeria, which had a 
population of 10 million in 1962, now has 19.8 million. This provides a better 
measure of our gains in the fields of education and health and the creation of 
jobs. In 1962, there were between 600,000 and 700,000 children enrolled in 
primary and secondary school, while today there are 4.5 million. There were 
2,000 students in higher education in 1962, as compared to 80,000 in 1982, 

plus 5,000 others studying abroad and several thousand in training institutes. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Will the jobs available be equal to this output? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: Our goal is to accommodate 200,000 students in 1990 and to 
"produce" 400,000 students with diplomas from our training apparatus between 
now and the end of the century. Some would like to move more quickly, but it 
is necessary to maintain a balance, and we must also train large numbers of 
workers and technicians. In the past, vocational training was wrongfully neg- 
lected, until a full ministry responsible exclusively for this sector was es- 
tablished in 1980. Health has also been given priority. In 20 years, life 
expectancy has increased from 47 to 57 years, while the number of doctors has 
increased to 1 for every 2,500 people instead of 1 for every 10,000. Our goal 
for 1990 is to have 1 physician for every 1,500 persons. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: What about unemployment, the endemic disease of colonial 
Algeria? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: It should be noted first of all that the rate of increase 
in the gross domestic product in the course of the past decade ranged between 
7 and 7.5 percent, and the rate of per capita consumption increased in real 
terms at 4 percent per year between 1967 and 1981, thus reflecting an increase 
in employment and income. Between 1967 and 1978, more than a million jobs 
were created. By way of comparison, Algeria has more than 2 million nonagri- 
cultural jobs this year, as compared-to barely 700,000 when independence was 
won. In 3 years, between 1980 and 1982, we created 430,000 jobs. 


























LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Is this enough? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: We could have achieved a higher rate of growth than the 
7 to 7.5 percent reported. The established goal of 10 percent is within our 
reach. We will not perhaps achieve it in 1982, but very probably will before 
the end of this plan period in 1984. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Thanks to oil and natural gas? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: No. These figures pertain to the nonoil sector of our 
economy. We want to accustom the people to ceasing to rely on hydrocarbons, as 
better preparation for the postoil period. We have already promulgated a series 
of measures on energy conservation, and in December 1979, the Central Committee 
of the party, the FLN, decided to reduce production. This year our exports 

will total 38 million tons, as compared to 57 million 5 years ago. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Agriculture seems to have been the forgotten sector in 
growth in Algeria, as in a number of other oil countries. Why? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: In fact, since independence was won, production has been 
up and down, with a ceiling on certain major types of production such as grain. 
This has less to do with inadequate investment (10 to 11 percent in agriculture, 
as compared to 65 percent in industry) than problems of organization, manage- 
ment and method. Algerian agriculture is divided into three legal sectors: 

the agrarian revolution sector (10 percent), the self-administered properties 
(30 percent) and the private sector (60 percent), which was long neglected. 
Incentive measures were adopted (delivery of farm equipment, access to credit, 
free marketing) and have already produced spectacular results, for example in 
the fruit and vegetable categories. Algiers is now supplied with tomatoes at 
reasonable prices the year round. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: But is there not a prior water requirement which must 
precede any agricultural development? 





Abdeihamid Brahimi: It is true that thousands of hectares of fertile land 
have been abandoned for lack of water. In 20 years, only seven dams have been 
built. There are 16 under construction, and between 1980 and 1984, we will 
have commissioned 25 in all. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: For years, Algeria has made massive investments out of 
the foreign exchange obtained from oil. Today we are slowing down. Can more 
rapid growth be achieved while investing less? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: No, there is no slowdown in public investment. In 1980, 
the total investment amount came to 58 billion dinars, reaching 70 billion in 
1981, while the government has allocated 100 billion dinars for 1982. Thus 

it is not public investments which are decreasing in absolute value, but in 
view of the progress made to date and the level of economic and social develop- 
ment sought, the portion of the gross national product allocated for investment 
has declined from 55 percent a few years ago to 40 percent in 1981. Over the 
long term, this rate will be 35 percent. 
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LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: The public sector has served as the motive force in 
your development for 20 years. Hasn't this statism also played a part in the 
development of tensions in these recent years? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: Our option for a strong public sector is basic. For us it 
is consistent both with very old traditions and a continuing political require- 
ment. The public sector must be further strengthened in a certain number of 
strategic fields, but we have neglected the private sector, regarding it solely 
as an area of speculation and exploitation. We must, on the contrary, establish 
the conditions so that domestic savings can be invested in creative fashion and 
so that the private sector can emerge from its clandestinity: it has a role 

to play and we are ready to assist it. The national assembly is currently 
examining a number of draft laws concerning the craft sector (5 to 7 wage- 
earners) and the domestic private sector with such an orientation. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Will this review also pertain to foreign businesses? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: A text on mixed economic companies which would allow the 
linking of Algerian and foreign capital under the best conditions has been 
submitted to the deputies. If they play the game, that is to say really trans- 
fer their technology and contribute toward the training of their Algerian per- 
sonnel, foreign enterprises can work within a clear legal framework in which 
both their duties and their rights and advantages will be defined. 


LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE: Since 10 May 1981, France and Algeria have signed two 
framework agreements on economic and technical cooperation. What do you ex- 
pect from them? 


Abdelhamid Brahimi: It is time to abandon the short-term view and the demands 
of the present situation in order finally to have a long-range view of relations 
between our two countries. We are ready to work closely with French enter- 
prises, provided we get our money's worth. A number of fields of action can 

be foreseen: water resources, railroads (1,500 km of railroad line to be laid 
between now and the year 2000), housing (450,000 housing units to be completed 
in the public sector alone during the five-year plan). In the course of the 
next 20 years, we will create 5 to 6 million jobs, which provides an idea of 
the potential. Under the leadership of President Chadli, our political life 

is being normalized, and we are serious about it. Modesty and humility are 

two of the traditional virtues of our people, who do not seek to be a model for 
the Third World nor for Africa but to cooperate with all those who respect its 
choices and its options. 


Moreover, the strengthening of South-South cooperation and regional cooperation 
with the countries of the Maghreb and the African countries is, according to 
President Chadli's guidelines, both an imperative and one of the priority axes 
for the policy of diversifying foreign relations such as to increase the nego- 
tiation capacity of the Third World, in view of the hegemony of the industrial- 
ized countries, so that they can be full partners in the effort to establish a 
new world economic order. 


5157 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION--'"'Trunkline" a company for liquified gas and a sub- 
sidiary of the American company "Panhandle Eastern" decided to submit to in- 
ternational arbitration its dispute with the Algerian National Company for the 
Transport and Marketing of Hydrocarbons (SONATRACH). The request for an arbi- 
tration was submitted to the International Chamber of Commerce in Paris in an 
attempt to force SONATRACH to implement a 1975 contract which was approved by 
the Algerian and American authorities. It provides for the sale of 165 million 
cubic meters of gas, yearly for 20 years to the American company. The agreement 
further stipulated that the gas be delivered beginning last August 1981. How- 
ever, SONATRACH has not yet started the delivery operation. This, the company 
asserted, can be attributed to technical reasons. However, it seems that the 
low prices which were agreed upon with the American company, as compared to 

the prices received by Algeria from France and those it might receive from 
Italy, might have been one of the factors behind the dispute. According to the 
agreement with the American company Algeria was to receive $4.12 for each million 
thermal units (F.0.B.). This price would have decreased even more to $3.92 for 
each million thermal units according to a provision in the agreement with 

France last February to sell it gas. It is also expected that it will soon rea 
reach an agreement concerning gas prices with Italy. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQ- 
BAL in Arabic No 283, 24 Jul 82 pp 36-37] 


CSO: 4504/431 
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EGYPT 


PROBLEMS CREATED BY SUDDEN PRICE HIKES EXPLORED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 704, 12 Jul 82 pp 18-20 


/Article by ‘Isam Rif‘at: From Watermelons to Plane Tickets: An Attempt To Twist 
the Economic Authorities’ Arm''/ 


/Text/ In a single week, certain economic events took place before which we mst 
pause at length, lest they assume the dimensions of a phenomenon. They bring warn- 
ing. signs and explanations that require us to face them most decisively and un- 
hesitantly. 


The First Event 


This is the issue of the watermelons. The matter is not just the seasonal situa- 
tion when some people become aggravated because watermelons are not available or 
have disappeared; rather, the issue this year has acquired a new form which is 
different from the one that used to appear every year. 


We were always, during the watermelon season, accustomed to have official water- 
melon pricing occur, after which the watermelons would vanish. The process was 
rationalized away in a phrase--“the mystery of the disappearance of watermelons"-- 
and the whole blame was placed on pricing alone. 


However, this year producers and merchants have offered an improved version of this 
situation. This is the new picture, as follows: 


"Pricing is proper and very profitable. 


"Watermelons are present and available in tremendous quantities, and the average 
share per person comes to seven units per season, 


"Watermelons are not sold through pricing. 

"Rather, they are sold at a different price, which is much higher than the govern= 
ment's price, and we have declared this to everyone and within the sight and hear- 
ing of the Ministry of Supply and the supply police." 

At this point, we wonder: How can the minister of supply explain this activity on 


the part of watermelon producers and merchants to us but not be compelled to intro- 
duce watermelons into the supply cards? 
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Then we wonder: 


Is this the start of stridency on the part of producers, and their power and ability 
to "twist" economic decrees in their favor? 


This phenomenon has occurred for the second time this agricultural season. The 
first time it involved onions, and now it concerns watermelons. 


We call upon the economic authorities to strengthen their abilities and resources 
in the face of the greed of producers and merchants. Otherwise--and this is the 
warning--the prices of many commodities, be they agricultural or other, will be 
shaken in the same way. 


The Second Event 


The gist of that is the "movement" which some foreign airline companies operating 
in Egypt made when they issued a pronouncement that they broadcast on all their 
companies’ /home/ television stations throughout the world, including the fact that 
they had suspended the issuance of tickets from Cairo unless those were paid for in 
foreign currency. The companies explained that on grounds that they had been owed 
debts by the Egyptian government for some time. 


The problem is not completely "Egyptian," nor is it an issue of airline companies 
operating in Egypt, although one would not deny that a certain laxity occurred 
from the beginning in continuing and controlling the matter; we will get back to 
that. 


The beginning of the problem, which emerged recently, concerned airlines operating 
in developing countries, expecially African ones. This leads us to imagine that 
there is a form of mutual harrassment between the companies and the developing 
countries. 


According to a statement an official in the International Air Transport Association 
made recently, a sum of between $550 and $600 million is owed to airline companies 
by African countries. The money that has been frozen rose by $100 million in just 
the last year. 


The official stated that the worst problems facing the international airline con- 
panies concern African countries like Zambia, Zaire, Tanzania, the Sudan and 
Uganda, and that Egypt and Nigeria, though large financial resources are available 
to them, are both freezing a sum of $100 million that is due /the airlines/. 


This situation is not confined to the African continent alone. Rather, it extends 
to some countries in South America, and has prompted a number of airline companies 
to borrow at high interest rates to cover the deficit that has resulted from the 
freeze on the money due them from a number of countries. 


The Egyptian Bureaucracy 


Although the airline companies’ problem in developing countries should be consid- 
ered a general phenomenon, iti has: nonetheless assumed sharper dimensions in the 
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Case of Egypt, in the context of the decision eight European companies adopted to 
impose restrictions on their Egyptian currency técket sales; this has been des- 
cribed as an attempt to limit their reserves of nonconvertible funds. 


The Cairo correspondent of the newspaper FINANCIAL TIMES stated that this measure 
was inspired by airline office managers, because a resuli of their Egyptian cur- 
rency in the country had accumulated while the Central Bank delayed the release 
of their hard currency funds, 


According to the bulletin issued in the wake of a meeting by foreign airline con- 
pany representatives, the total Egyptian currency these companies had accum lated 
came to 56 million Egyptian pounds as of last 31 December; in addition, an addi- 
tional i5 million has accumulated since the beginning of this year. 


The correspondent pointed out that since last August and September, some companies 
received no foreign currency transfers and the Central Bank would need a period of 
3 to 4 months to release these funds. 


The item concluded with a reference to the foreign airlines’ failure to confirm 
the results of this step; most tourists pay the price of their tickets to Cairo 
outside the country. 


The correspondent finally concluded that this step, which was taken as a result of 
the scarcity of foreign currency, was expected to lead to a further scarcity in the 
flow of hard currency to Egypt. 


The Revolution Extends to the Gulf 


The airline companies’ revolution has extended to the Gulf, since the joint com- 
mittee of airlines operating in the Gulf, which consists of 30 firms, issued its 
instructions to their agents and the travel agencies affiliated with them to cease 
offering the special low prices for teckets they had previously been giving; these 
were below the tariffs the International Air Transport Association set. 


This committee had been formed with the objective of raising the service level and 
increasing these companies’ revenues on their routes in general and on those 
operating between the Gulf area and North and South America in particular, 


Thus the Gulf region has joined the list of countries toward which the airline 
companies are taking a stiff position, although that does not include financial 
restrictions like those declared by eight European airlines operating in Egypt. 
Last June the International Air Transport Association issued internationally set 
tariffs, demanding that no illegal discounts be offered, in order to limit the 
airlines’ losses. 


The Slow Nature of Economic Decisionmaking 


Thus the airlines’ problem with the developing countries, including Egypt, began. 
However, when we move over to the economic authorities’ treatment of this 
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situation, we will observe that contacts were underway in the economic sector, 
this sector then got in motion, and consultations and transactions took place be- 
tween the Central Bank and the Ministry of Economy to keep the problem from spread- 
ing. 


The economic authorities’ thinking led to the conclusion that the 109 million pound 
debt should be rescheduled and a sum of 10 million (in foreign currency) should be 
set aside for airline company transfers each month. 


This position calls for reflection. 
The foreign airline companies’ approach is to be rejected. 
The economic authorities’ approach is to be rejected. 


As to the airline companies’ approach, they have resorted to surprising the govern- 
ment and the economic authorities and twisting their arms, thereby being able, as 
they had imagined, to obtain their rights. This approach in economic activity is 
to be rejected, since there are responsible economic authorities with which one 
must get in touch, study pending issues and discuss various problems. 


Otherwise, it would be possible for a group of investors or businessmen to take 
this kind of position and the process of interaction would continue to be deprived 
of rules or controls. 


Turning to discuss the economic authorities’ approach, we must immediately object, 
stating that these authorities, through extreme listlessness and failure to respond 
to and interact with the activity of the market or the dynamic nature of economic 
activity have helped bring the issue of the airplane tickets to the point it has 
reached and the fruitless distortion of the Egyptian monetary situation that that 
has led to. 


That has prompted foreign airline companies to "scare" them and jolt them into 
awareness in this manner. 


We want strong, intelligent, aware, dynamic economic authorities which perform 
"actions" and whose movements are not "reactions." 


11887 
CsO: 4504/411 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNORATES PROTEST CENTRALIZATION OF RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENT PROPERTIES 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 704, 12 Jul 82 pp 30, 31 


/Article by ‘Adil Ibrahim:_ "The Religious Endowments Authority Rejects Government 
Control over Its Property"'/ 


/Text / The Egyptian Religious Endowments Authority has prepared a study on amend- 
ing the prime minister's decree regarding the rules and rates of distribution of 
religious endowment apartments in governorates, 


In an urgent letter to the chairman of the local people's assembly in the Governor- 
ate of Giza, Mr Ahmad Zaki Abu-al-Nasr, chairman of the board of the Egyptian 
Religious Endowments Authority, declared that this study would be presented after 
approval by the minister of state for religious endowments, since some ministers 
and governors had demanded a review of these rules, as contained in Decree 225 for 
1980, on grounds that they did not realize the desired objective of distribution 
and the circumstances of each governorate differed from those of the others. 


He stated that the Religious Endowments Authority had held periodic meetings with 
ministers and governors to coordinate their plans and realize the optimum objec- 
tives in the exploitation of religious endowment revenues. The authority's board 
chairman said that the dwellings the authority itself erects are of the average 
and above-average levels, which reduces pressure from people applying for them on 
the other housing the government provides, while maintaining compatibility with 
revenues from investment alternatives as required by law. He added that the 
Egyptian Religious Endowments Authority, besides not being the original authority 
with jurisdiction over housing, does contribute to achieving the goals of the 
general government plan, including the housing sector, by exchanging lands belong- 
ing to localities and the General Building and Construction Cooperative Authority, 
to enable them to erect ordinary and low-cost housing. 


Mr Ahmad Zaki Abu-al-Nasr said that the Religious Endowment Authority's money was 
private, that the provisions of the Local Government Law did not apply to it, 
since the Egyptian Religious Endowments Authority was established by Law 80 for 
1971, which assigned it the administration and investment of the endowments’ funds 
and their development on economic bases in order to realize the greatest possible 
revenues, that the authority's board of directors was the authority and the body 
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recommending the general policy by which it proceeded, and that it could adopt the 
decisions it considered appropriate to realize the goal for which it was established, 


Mr Ahmad Zaki 4 »‘-Nasr asserted that the religious endowments’ money was private 
by nature, ine amce with the provisions of Article Five of Law 80 for 1971, 
and that the provisions of Local Government Law 43 for 1979 did not apply to the 
Religious Endowments Authority since it was a national investment authority. 


The project declared its intent in this regard when it issued the executive bill 
issued by Prime Minister's Decree 707 for 1979, Article 25 of which called on the 
governorates to take charge of studying and proposing plans and projects within 
the context of the governorates, with the agreement of the Egyptian Religious 
Endowments Authority, and that the law establishing the authority was a special 
one, while the Local Government Law was general, and, according to the fixed legal 
rule, the special restricts the general. 


He said that the deeding of ownership in religious endowment building housing units 
was done in accordance with the provisions of the previous prime minister's Decree 
225 for 1980 and the Minister of State for Religious Endowment's Decree 123 for 
1980, and that the authority was the competent body to which execution was assigned. 
It is widely known that the rules on the distribution of religious endowment apart- 
ments state that 25 percent of these are to be allotted to administrative eviction 
cases, 25 percent to people recently married within the past 5 years, 20 percent 

to families that do not have their own housing, 15 percent to people who have re- 
cently been transferred, 10 percent to the armed forces and 5 percent to people 
returning from abroad. 


There now are 140 vacant apartments which are awaiting distribution. The costs of 
an apartment with one room and living area are estimated at 12,000 pounds, while 
those of an apartment with two rooms and a living area are also estimated at 
12,000 pounds, and an apartment with three rooms and a living area is estimated at 
16,000 pounds. It is well known that the Egyptian Religious Endowments Authority 
determined to pay 75 percent of the price of the apartment when the application 
was presented, with the rest to be paid on delivery, and that the apartments would 
be distributed by open lottery in accordance with the abovementioned rules. 


The members of the Giza Governorate local peovle's assembly demanded the distribu- 
tion of a percentage of religious endowment apartment instalment payments, along 
with the erection of low-cost apartments in religious endowment buildings for 
people with low and average incomes, in order to solve the housing shortage. 


Mr 'Abd-al-Ra'uf Abu Humaylah, chairman of the governorate's local people's 
assembly, said that the prices the Religious Endowment Authority had set for the 
sale of apartments in the buildings it set up in every governorate created an 
uproar in executive circles and among the people. The people's assembly addressed 
itself to this problem in the Governorate of Giza, specifically, and discussed it 
at more than one session, where the members declared their rejection of the high 
prices the Religious Endowments Authority had resorted to in setting the prices 

of its apartments. 
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He added "The approach the authority resorted to in sales and deeding conditions 
should be considered a violation of the local government law, which has the objec- 
tive of limiting the housing crisis throughout the governorates and giving people 
with lim:.ted incomes opportunities for suitable housing, but how could this take 
place. 





"The conditions and rules the Re-igious Endowments Authority has spelled out in- 
spire amazement and astonishment. It is specifying fantastic prices for apartments, 
since the price of an apartment consisting of one or two rooms and a living area 

is 12,000 pounds, and that of an apartment of three rooms and a living area is 
16,000 pounds. 


"More than that, the Religious Endowment Authority's conditions stipulate that any 
citizen who wants to make a purchase will be requested to pay 75 percent of the 
price in cash on presenting the application and 25 percent on taking delivery of 
the apartment."'’ The chairman of the assembly wondered,"How can this be? If these 
conditions are applied, will that mean that we will restrict the sale of these 
apartments to rich affluent people and will be permanently withholding them from 
people with limited incomes, for whose sake it is making all its resources and 
agencies available in order to provide housing for them or deliver it to them at 
reasonable prices and on easy terms in keeping with their incomes and resources?" 


The assembly, at more than one session, established its opposition to the Religious 
Endowment Authority's conditions and rules, considering these unfair and harsh on 
the citizens. Mr ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf Abu Humaylah said that these prices entailed an 
unacceptable inflation, because they were not suitable for growing families, and 
the authority's conditions demanding the payment of the price of an apartment in 
full without instalments would serve only the wealthy and affluent. 


The assembly chairman also said that the measures for selling religious endowment 
building apartments involved a clear violation of the law, since the local govern- 
ment law stipulated that the governorate's local people's assembly was to give its 
agreement to the Egyptian Religious Endowment Authority's investment plans and 
projects in the scope of each governorate, including the rules and procedures for 
deeding residential units belonging to it, in as much as Article 116 of Law 43 for 
1979 on the local government system stipulated that the local people's assemblies 
could study and recommend the Religious Endowment Authority's plans and projects 
within the scope of the governorate by the agreement of the Egyptian Religious 
Endowments Authority. 


The assembly chairman said that this was not the first time the governorate's 
people's assembly had taken charge of studying this issue. For a period of more 
than one session, the assembly had discussed the authority's method of distri- 
buting apartments and had requested members to allocate land from the Religious 
Endowments. Authority's property to build average and low-cost housing units for 
people with limited incomes in order to broaden the base of citizens benefiting 
from it while realizing equality of opportunity for people occupying the apartments 
and equity in the distribution of these apartments. The members of the council 
insisted that the authority allocate a percentage of its credits for the construc- 
tion of housing units for rental to people with limited incomes in place of the 
deeding policy that it is following now. 
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The question now is: the Religious Endowments Authority has marshalled all its re- 
sources to contribute to redevelopment and construction so that its buildings can 
accommodate the greatest possible number of citizens: why is it putting restric- 
tions and obstacles in the way of people with limited incomes in order to keep them 
from benefiting from pious and benevolent projects? 


11887 
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EGYPT 


INDUSTRY MINISTER, PUBLIC SECTOR FIRMS DISCUSS INDUSTRY STATUS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 704, 12 Jul 82 pp 38, 39 


/Article by Rawiyah al-Sawi: "The Minister of Industry, in His Meeting with the 
Heads of Companies: Elimination of Stagnant Investories before the End of This 
Fiscal Year"/ 


/Text/ Eng Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah, the minister of industry and mineral resources, de- 
clared that the industrial firms would eliminate their stagnant inventories before 
the end of the current fiscal year and added that the figure on subsidies for in- 
dustrial firms this year would be the same as that for last year, or 307 million 
pounds, and would be distributed as last year. 


The minister of industry made this statement before the heads of companies at an 
enlarged meeting he held with them last week to follow up on the results of the 
activities of the industrial conference held at the start of this year. He set 
forth the industry and mineral resources plan for the year 1982-83 and described 

the goals of the coming stage, and the ministry's strategy and method of proceeding, 
on grounds that the company presidents were the leaders in charge of cxecutive work 
in the industrial companies and authorities. Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah, in the statement 

he made to the conference, said that in the context of the 1982-83 plan for industry 
and mineral resources: 


In the realm of current activity: 

The current activity plans for 1982-83 were aimed at: 
Realizing a production growth of 16 percent. 

A growth in sales of 18 percent. 


A growth in exports of 1 percent. 


The provision of new job opportunities for 29,000 people, or an increase of 5 
percent. 


A wage increase of 29 percent. 


The minister of industry said that the goal was to make investments of 568 million 
pounds in 1982-83, or an increase of 87 million pounds over last year. 
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Investments would be broken down by the following priorities: 
Replacement and renovation projects, 180 million pounds or 31.7 percent. 


Projects now being constructed, 377 million pounds or 66.3 percent. New projects, 
11 million pounds or 2 percent. 


Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah then moved on to other subjects in his discussion, including pub- 
lic sector development, He stated that the government's policy in the current 
stage was aimed at developing the public sector in light of the following principles: 


Liberating public sector companies from all restrictions and bills obstructing its 

progress, so that the board of directors would be the authority controlling all the 
company's activities in the context of the general government plan and the general 

assembly would be the only authority holding /it/ to account. 


Commitment to the principle of separating ownership from management. 


Commitment to the principle of workers' participation in management and preserva- 
tion of their gains, 


With regard to the policy of pricing industrial products and subsidies: 


On this subject, Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah said that the ministry's responsibility was to 
increase output as a major objective, since that was the only avenue for solving 
our economic problems. How, however, could production be increased in the frame- 
work of the policy of price stabilization? That would come about through attention 
to the development and output of high-quality products which we would be able to 
price at an economic level yielding cost plus a suitable profit margin. 


This avenue is to be considered one important means for rectifying the accumulated 
problems industrial companies are suffering from. 


Concerning subsidies, he pointed out that the figure set aside for industrial con- 
panies in the 1982-83 budget was the same basic and supplementary subsidy figure as 
that allocated in the 1981-82 budget, which was 307 million pounds, and that it had 
been apportioned on the same basis as last year. 


Until this policy is put into practice, the burden of increasing and developing pro- 
duction and producing advanced new products, while reducing costs by following all 
scientific methods, will lie on the shoulders of productive units. 

The Matter of Reducing Costs 


He also stressed the need to reduce costs in order to rectify the companies’ 
economic situation by following all scientific methods, in particular: 


Guiding the use of energy, raw materials and accessories and linking that to care- 
fully stipulated rates while reducing waste and loss. 
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Linking wages, bonuses and incentives to overall output and appropriate quality. 


Observing the need to review the rates at which spare parts are used and mainten- 
ance costs, and guiding these, since they are an influential factor in production 
costs. It is not enough to increase production while failing co guide production 
costs, 





As regards the problem cf projects that are being constructed, he stated that the 
cest of projects under construction came to about 900 million pounds and it was 
necessary to complete these projects so that they could start production. In the 
1982-83 plan these projects have been given absolute priority in the sections on re- 
placement and renovation projects and projects under construction. 


Stagnant Inventories Are To Be Eliminated by 30 June 1983 


In his remarks, Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah asserted that he had made a commitment before 
the People's Assembly to have the ministry rid itself of stagnant inventories by 
the end of the new fiscal year which began this month at the latest. He requested 
the company presidents to commit themselves to this and follow up on it with the 
utmost seriousness, 


He added that it was important that inventories in the companies’ possession be in 
balance with production and that there be no obstacles. By inventories are meant 
the raw materials and the spare parts required for operation. Finished product in- 
ventories must be at normal levels and a high level of quality and must be market- 
able. 


Elimination of Idle Capacity 


Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah stated "With existing resources it would be possible, with great- 
er effort and organization, to tie incentives to production, operate all existing 
capacities and make optimum use of them, while eliminating idle capacity in all its 
forms, 


"That issue must be our basic subject, at all levels, and this issue must meet with 
the necessary concern, since it is a basic approach for increasing production with 
the least investments." 


The Foreign Currency Shortage Problem 


In his statement, Fu'ad Abu Zaghle »ointed out that the companies were facing a 
problem in a shortage of foreign currency to respond to our import needs and that 
the companies faced a great deal of hardship in opening credits last year. He mon- 
troned that himself day by day; the most recent credit situation indicates that it 
has been possible to obtain most of the companies’ foreign exchange requirements 
for accessory and equipment imports. 


He requested the company presidents to inform the ministry of any difficulties they 
faced in this regard so that cooperation could take place at the appropriate time, 
and he assigned officials in the ministry to prepare an information center; 
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preparations for this proceeded at once, He also assigned them to review the in- 
formation and data that was requested from the cumpanies to keep it periodic and to 
cover all activities in a very simplified manner on the basis of the forms that had 
been set forth for that purpose. 





He also asked the companies to have the data prepared in scientific ways, to have 
it stored to serve management and to keep it under the personal supervision of the 
board chairman, 


On the occasion of the conclusion of the fiscal year 1981-82 he requested the conm- 
pany presidents to have the companies prepare final accounts and budgets with care- 
ful attention to execution of the Central Accounting Agency's observations of the 
previous year and to assemble adequate allocations, especially /illegible/ alloca- 
tions, so that the budget would be presented in a proper fashion to the general as- 
sembly, without observations or recommendations which would take up great effort 
and discussion in the general assemblies and perhaps result in amendments to the 
budgets and final accounts. 


The conference then turned to discuss the issues the minister of industry had raised 
in his statement. 


Demand for Public Sector Takeoff 


Dr ‘Adil Jazzarin, chairman of the al-Nasr Automobile Company, demanded that laws 
and bills limiting the public sector's resurgence be amended. In this regard, 
Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah asserted that the approach to that would be to set out incentives 
which were in keeping with each company's financial status. 


Concerning the problem of cash liquidity in the companies, Nawwal Shalabi, chair- 
man of the Surnaja Company, said that the companies in existence now had been in 
being for more than 20 years and therefore there was a pressing need to give atten- 
tion to replacement and renovation activities. Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah replied that this 
process was to take place subsequently, in accordance with the government's plan, 
and that the Ministry of Industry had acquired a large percentage of the investments 
in the new fiscal year with the aim of handling replacement and renovation activi- 
ties, which had not been performed for years. Some company presidents asserted 
that the minister's visit to the companies had had a great effect on the spirits 

of people working in the industrial firms in moving the wheels of production 
forward, 
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ECONOMY MINISTERS’ ROLE IN FINANCIAL PROBLEMS REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 703, 12 Jul 82 pp 4, 5 
/Article by “Isam Rif'at; "Who Will Pay the Price of the Deficit?"/ 


[Text / It comes as absolutely no surprise that decrees have been taken imposing 
production taxes and levies on dozens of imported and local goods. 


That was the logical conclusion of the deteriorating economic conditions of the 
past few years, in which we have lived in a spiral of "economic legerdemain’ and 
illusions of prosperity. 


We do not need to remember and point out the statements made during these years to 
the effect that the year of prosperity was coming, that the Egyptian pound was as 
strong as could be, and that al-Sadat's money and prosperity were all over the 
country. _This was all also a sort of legerdemain and illusion. The /people who 
said thag/ believed themselves, but we were very wary of what was going on, and we 
gave warning and called attention to it. 


Therefore the economic decrees the government has been compelled to take to impose 
additional levies on consumption and production on imported and local goods were 
not a surprise, 


However, we will record our objection here to this package of increases, which, 
without the least doubt, will lead to a general rise in prices. It seems that the 
minister of finance has found himself faced with a situation where no solution be- 
sides this will be of any use. 


However, we wonder who will pay the price for the economic legerdemain. 

We must all face the economic situation most honestly and decisively, but at the 

same time we demand equity in the distribution of burdens, and there are observa- 
tions before which one must pause. 

The remedy of increasing the prices of some goods will lead to a general tendency 


for prices to rise. Moreover, it is not the only remedy or alternative to the 
Egyptian economic problem. There are many other solutions. 
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These increases did not take stock of the pressure they might lead to on the domest- 
ic production of corresponding or alternative /foreign/ goods and consequently they 
will result in increased prices through deficits or freezes on the supply of local 
production. 


For example, the increase in consumption duties on imported bananas and other fruit 
will lead to an increase in their prices in the face of lowered prices and a re- 
duced supply of local fruit. As a result, it will become difficult to cortrol the 
prices and not /sic/ volumes of local output, and thus we will find a price in- 
crease that it will be difficult to combat. Above and beyond that, the consumer 
will shift from the consumption of specific goods to the consumption of others, 
creating added demand for these which will also result in increasing prices as well 
as in freezing production. 


The increases which have been decreed ignored commodity elasticity; this is a mat- 
ter which will affect the anticipated receipts from this decree to a large extent. 
It would have been possible to acquire such receipts, or more, with lower rates of 
taxes on consumption and production. 


In other words, the production and consumption levies are directed mostly toward 
imported goods, and the drop in demand for them as a result of the rise in their 
prices will have the effect of leading to reduced, not increased, receipts. 


Financing the general treasury or dealing with the deficit can be done not only 
through the imposition of indirect, consumption or production taxes. 


It is the worst type of tax, because it afflicts the poor as it afflicts the rich, 
without discrimination. In addition, producers, importers and merchants can most 
easily succeed in shifting the burden of the tax onto the consumer. 


In addition to that, the easiest type of deficit financing is to print money or im- 
pose new taxes, while there are hard-currency resources which, when restricted, 
will make it possible to realize greater revenues. For instance: 


l. The misuse of official cars, whether those belong to the army, the police, the 
government or the public sector. 


We can assert that a high percentage of these cars is used for private purposes, 
far removed from work or work conditions. This matter requires rules and regula- 
tions which can lead to a drop in a substantial portion of government spending. 


2. The approach the Tax Department is following now, in tabulating taxpayers, 
following up on their activity or collecting the money owed the government, is ut- 
terly backward, and it is unreasonable that the taxpayers should be only govern- 
ment or public sector employees, while dozens of millionaires, and others, avoid 
paying taxes. 


The method of direct taxes, and collection of these taxes, requires a rapid revo- 
lution. Let the finance minister tell us how much taxes have been collected from 
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doctors, lawyers, various offices and tradesmen such as plumbers, mechanics, weld- 
ers, and so on and so forth. 


3. The phenomena of government waste and excess spending are serious, and conspic- 
uous consumption and allocations constitute a large portion of this spending. Pres- 
sure can be put on all of this. 


Remedying the general budget deficit is feasible not only by increasing revenues, 
but also by putting pressure on spending. 


The solution the government has resorted to, however difficult it is, could be a 


serious step along the road to economic reform we have been waiting for, and wait- 
ing for for a long time. 
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EGYPT 


NiW DECREE CREATES PROVINCIAL RELIGIOUS GUIDANCE COMMITTEES 


Cairo AL-JARIDAH AL-RASMIYAH in Arabic No 26, 1 Jul 82 pp 1838-40 


[Decree: "Prime Minister Decree" 630 for 1982 Forming Religious Guidance Com 
mittees in the Governorates"/ 


[Text/ The prime minister: 

Having read the constitution: 

And with the agreement of the Council of Ministers: 

Has decreed: 

Article One. A committee will be formed in each governorate to plan religious 
guidance throughout the governorate under the chairmanship of the competent 
governor or whomever he designates, with the following as members: 

1. The chairman or vice chairman of the governorate's people's assembly. 

2. The chairman of the al-Azhar educational region in the governorate. 


3. The director of religious endowments in the governorate. 


4. The deputy director of religious endowments for proselytization in the gover- 
norate. 


5. The overseer of sermons or the inspector of sermons in the governorate. 
6. The senior inspector of mosques in the department. 


7. The sheik of the secondary or preparatory religious institute in the gover- 
norate seat. 


8. The person in charge of societies in the governorate's department of social 
affairs. 


9. The chairman of an Islamic society in the governorate who is selected by the 
governor, by the agreement of the other societies, if such societies exist. 
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10. Three members consisting of public personalities who are concerned with 
proselytization affairs, whom the competent governor will select. 


ll. The religious education official whom the director of education in the gov- 
ernorate has selected. 


12. The person in charge of Sufic orders in the governorate, whom the paramount 
sheik of the Sufic orders will select. 


13. The person in charge of youth and the person in charge of the media for the 
governorate. 


Article Two. The committee discussed in the preceding article will be concerned 
with the following: 


1. Selecting proper givers of sermons to conduct the Friday prayer in private 
mosques in the governorate and ranking them on the basis of their scholarly com- 
petence. 


2. Giving guidance to people delivering sermons in private mosques in order to 
link religion to life and link the mosque to general events or events in the en- 
vironment through upright guidance in the course of periodic meetings among imans, 
givers of sermons, committee members and officials in the governorate. 


3. Striving to prepare, print and distribute model sermons to important private 
mosques in order to help people performing ritual observances in them, especially 
the Friday sermon. 


4. Participating in arranging priorities in mosques which need Mosque Building 
Fund assistance in terms of care and aid for reconstruction, furnishings or 
ritual observances. 


5. Reviewing subsidies for the Mosque Building Fund council budget from the 
ministry or other bodies or the acceptance of contributions from individuals or 
authorities to help provide maximum care for mosques. 


6. Intensifying technical surveillance over the course of activity in private 
mosques. 


7. Planning for religious guidance parades throughout the governorate and speci- 
fying their routes. 


8. Choosing exceptional imams and givers of sermons for religious guidance pa- 
rades in order to cover areas of the governorate at least once a month. 


Every month the committee will provide the deputy minister for proselytization 
affairs in the ministry with a monthly report on the committee's activities 

during the month, obstacles which have hampered its activities, and recommendations 
for reducing then. 


Article Three. This committee will meet twice a month and its meetings will be 
by invitation of its chairman. The meeting will be valid only if at least eight 
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of its members are in attendance, provided that they include the deputy director 
of religious endowments for proselytization affairs, the senior inspector of 
mosques and the overseer or inspector of sermons. 


Article Four. A religious guidance parade will form once a month for a period 
of 15 days to visit each of the following areas: 


Sinai, the Red Sea, the New Valley, Matruh, Wadi al-Natrun, and the al-Bahriyah 
Oases. 


Each parade will consist of three religious scholars, two imams and a giver of 
sermons, or two imams and a leading proselytizer. 


Article Five. This decree will be published in AL—JARIDAH AL—RASMIYAH. 


Issued by the Office of the Prime Minister at the start of Ramadan 1402 (22 June 
1982). 


/Signed/ Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din. 
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EGYPT 


COURT ISSUES NEW RULING AGAINST WOMEN'S LABOR 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 7 Jul 82 p 7 


[article by Rashigah Dhakir: "The Personal Status Court: If Women Work without 
Their Husbands! Approval, That Will Eliminate the Need To Meet Their Expenses" / 


[Text/ The Cairo_personal status court has ruled against a suit a wife filed 
demanding that /the husband/ pay her expenses and those of her three children, 
after he had refrained from spending money on them. The court agreed that he 
should meet the children's expenses but rejected expenses for the wife. The 
reason is that the wife went out to work in the mornings and evenings without 
the husband's consent. 


The wife had filed a suit against her husband for expenses. In her suit, she 
said that she had got married 7 years ago and since then had looked after three 
children, but was then surprised when /the husband/ expelled her from the marital 
home and refrained from spending money on her, thus obliging her to file suit to 
demand that he be compelled to spend money on her and on their children. The 
husband's defense against the wife's suit was that her rights to expenses had 
been waived. He said that she was working as an accountant in a company and that 
when he married her they had agreed that she would devote herself to looking after 
the family full time when she gave birth to the first child. However, she re- 
fused to do as they had agreed, even though she gave birth to three children — 
indeed, she worked in the evenings, as a consequence of which she neglected him 
and her children. The wife replied that her evening work was necessary in order 
to meet the family requirements, which had multiplied once its size had grown, 
and that she had assigned the care of her children to a nursery. The father 
looked after them during the evening work period, especially since he did not 
work in the evenings. 


In the memorandum which he prepared, Ashraf Mustafa Kamal, the deputy personal 
status prosecutor, concluded that the wife's request for expenses for her three 
children should alone be met and he refused to decree that she should have 
marital expenses, basing his ruling on Article Two of the new Personal Status 
LAW. 


In his memorandum he stated that although the law considered that if a wife went 
out without the husband's permission that was not a cause which dictated that 

she be considered disobedient, as a result of which her expenses should be elimi-~ 
nated, if her going out was for purposes of work, nonetheless, it was a condition 
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that this work be legitimate and that the wife not thereby abuse this stipulated 
right or that her going: out not be contrary to the interests of the family. 
Since by going out to work in the mornings and evenings the wife did not have an 
opportunity to look after her children and continue to serve the family, which 
was her basic function in life, that was considered an abuse on the wife's part 
of her right to work, even though the work was legitimate, since this type of 
work was contrary to the interests of the family, especially since her youngest 
child was of nursing age and needed the mother's presence. Moreover, the hus- 
band's small salary did not help the wife justify her conduct, since she had to 
live within the limits of her husband's income and in accordance with the degree 
of his affluence, thus the situation in this case required that her husband's 
expenditures on her be waived, but not the expenditures on the children. 


The court gave its agreement to the public prosecutor's office's opinion and 


ruled that the father had to meet the expenses of his children but that these 
would be waived in the case of his wife. 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI'S REPRESENTATIVE DISCUSSES ‘ISLAMIC HIJAB' 
Theran ETTELA'AT in Persian 27 Jun 82 p 4 


[Text] Kerman - In an exclusive interview with ETTELA'AT's representative in 
Kerman, Hojjat ol-Eslam Ja'fari, Kerman's Friday prayer leader and the imam's 
representative in that city, spoke about the Friday prayer leaders’ meeting 
with the imam, his connection with the Revolution Guards and other institutions, 
war zone reconstruction, the work of the Friday Prayer Staff, and the matter of 
the hijab. He first pointed to his recent visit to Tehran and his meeting with 
the nation's imam, and the imam's guidance, and stated: 


During the meeting with the nation's imam, I gave him a report on the status of 
Kerman and the role of the combative, revolutionary people in Kerman Province 
on the fronts and intheir assistance and sacrifice behind the fronts. The imam 
also had reminders and guidance which were very, very useful and valuable for 
the Friday prayer leaders. 


Imam's Guidance 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Ja'fari added: The nation's leader placed great emphasis on 
three issues during the meeting. Firstly, he asked all the clergy to preserve 
their unity and coordination so that, God forbid, no differences of this sort 
should appear. The imam also stressed that a city's clergy and executive offi- 
cials should strengthen their coordination and unity, and that necessary coor- 
dination in all directions and stages should be preserved between government 
executive officials, institutions and organs and the Friday prayer leaders. If 
there is a difference of opinion, it should be put aside. 


In this meeting the nation's imam stressed that we should preserve unity with 
the people, because the people are society's inner core, and that it is the peo- 
ple who have a very great role in perpetuating the revolution. The people 
should be used in all areas, and should be involved in this work. We should 
avoid any kind of movement or thought that causes the people's dissatisfaction. 


In another portion of his guidance, the nation's imam pointed to the heavy re- 
sponsibility which the clergy have today, and reminded us that it is obvious 
that the duty and responsibility of the Friday prayer leaders and the clergy is 
extremely heavy at a time when 13-year-olds and old men of 70 are sacrificing 
themselves on the war fronts. 











The imam's representative in Kerman added: We hope that through the blessing 

of the imam's guidance, we will perform our Islamic, revolutionary duties better 
than before, and succeed in strengthening the unity in the three directions that 
the imam stressed. 


Relation with Revolutionary Organs 


Then, in connection with his relation with the Revolution Guards and other insti- 
tutions and organs, Kerman's Friday prayer leader said: My relation with the 
Revolution Guards and other revolutionary institutions and organs was never crit- 
ical. Although in the past issues were raised in connection with the guards and 
other revolutionary institutions, they arose solely out of different insights 

and varying ideas. But thank God, those insufficiencies and minor failures of 
coordination that existed in the past have disappeared due to the blessing of 

the imam's guidance, the guidance of other brothers and also the realism of 
guards officials. My personal relation with the guards and other organs is a 
very good, close one. I visit the guards brothers twice a week and speak with 
them. On some days when there is time we pray together, and settle problems 

with each other's help. 


War Zone Reconstruction 


He then pointed to the reconstruction of the war zones, and said: In this con- 
nection, the governor-general of Kerman and I sent a telegram to the imam so 
that the people of Kerman could have a share in this area. I have raised this 
subject with the people in Friday prayers and other meetings, and the people 
have welcomed it and have announced their readiness. In the same connection 
sessions were organized with province officials and experts, and programs plan- 
ned. In regard to the reconstruction commission, we have also begun our work 
in the appointed location. 


Forming a Friday Prayer Staff 


In connection with the formation of a Friday Prayer Staff and its role, the Ker- 
man Friday prayer leader said: This staff was organized with persons from var- 
ious institutions, organs and offices. At times when there is an important 
matter to be mentioned, they will bring it up with me, and if I deem it advis- 
able, I will raise it in Friday prayer. Otherwise, no one can impose an issue 
or topic on me. This staff's job is mostly consultation and the exchange of 
views. He noted that of course no one is immune from mistakes, and expressed 
hope that in these instances the ever-involved people of Kerman would assist 
him. 


The Issue of the Hijab 


The Friday prayer leader and imam's representative in Kerman then turned to the 
issue of the hijab in Islam, and said: My view on the hijab is Islam's view. 
Persons who do not obey the Islamic regulations and commands concerning the 
hijab are committing a great sin. This is because the hijab is essential in 
Islam, and all sisters in the Islamic republic should know to conform all of 
their actions with ideologically pure, Islamic standards. If someone in the 
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Islamic republic and in a country where people have been martyred, wounded and 
crippled for Islam wants to trample underfoot the blood of martyrs with this 
kind of 'hijabless' conduct, and wants to make faces at all these issues despite 
the repeated reminders and warnings, and still appear in the alleys and bazaars 
without the hijab, it is possible that court authorities will implement firmer 
decisions concerning her. 


However, just as I have mentioned over and over again, we must treat instances 
of 'hijablessness' from a calculated and correct position. This means a posi- 
tion whose aspects are mostly guidance and notification. Just as Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, Majlis president, stated, that woman who does not obey the Islamic hijab 
and commits a great sin is a sick person, and our conduct towards a sick person 
should be calculated and precise. We should summon hijabless sisters to obey 
the hijab through useful advice and reminders to the extent this is possible 

and effective. So far our reminders have been effective. I believe that the hi- 
jabless problem which is still seen in some cities does not exist in Kerman in 
the same revolting form. If there is still a limited number who have not paid 
attention, and do not observe this matter, I, speaking as one concerned for 
them, notify them to obey this matter since it benefits them and society. 


The imam's representative in Kerman added: Here I ask those persons who insult 
hijabless sisters out of spite or ignorance to desist from this, since this type 
of action is revolting and bad in Islam. 


What is the Islamic Hijab? 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Ja'fari then explained the meaning of the hijab, and said: The 
hijab which we want sisters to observe does not definitely mean a chador over 
the head. This is because placing a chador over the head is not requisite in 
Islam, and we do not ask for such a thing from the sisters. Islam insists on 
covering the sensitive positions of the body and keeping enclosed the hair of 
the head and other parts of the body. Thus, any method by which it is possible 
to implement the laws that Islam has stipulated for the hijab is correct, and 
sisters can cover the body's sensitive positions from the sight of strangers by 
using long, thick clothes and kerchiefs, and can go wherever they like. If per- 
sons should be found who raise the hijab issue in society otherwise, they are 
either spiteful, ignorant or unaware. I again repeat the wearing of the chador 
is not required, and the only important thing is covering and enclosing parts 

of the body from the sight of non-familial intimates. Thus any way that sisters 
can obey the standards and laws of the hijab in Islam is good, and no one has 
the right to insult them. 


Struggle Against Imperialism and Zionism 


In conclusion Hojjat ol-Eslam Ja'fari pointed to the recent victories of Islam's 
warriors on the fronts, and said: The victories of Islam's soldiers in the 
Fath-al-Mobayyan and Beit-al-Moqaddas operations which culminated in the libera- 
tion of Khorramshahr were heavy defeats for the United States and its stooges. 
Our sacrificing, committed, believing nation must be awake ai.” vigilant since 
the U.S. stooges, the ‘Hypocrites and other mini-groups’', following their 
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unchanging methods and their shameful nature, want to destroy the sweetness of 
victory by planting bombs and assassination whenever Islam's warriors have been 
victorious. Our ever-on-the-scene nation must be vigilant and prepared to neu- 
tralize and nip in the bud this type of action and behavior by the U.S. stooges 
who set about sabotage and assassination inside the country. 


He added: I must remind the committed, believing sisters and brothers that the 
struggle against Imperialism and Zionism is not a simple task which can be com- 
pleted in the space of one or two years, after which all of us can live in peace 
and quiet. Instead, everyone should attempt to habituate themselves with war 
and struggle, and educate themselves in such a way that they have complete read- 
iness to bear any kind of disaster or discomfort. They should be particularly 
aware that tyrant Israel is committing barbaric, shameful actions in the region, 
and is martyring our Muslim brothers and sisters. We should be aware of these 
conditions, and be prepared and equipped to struggle at any moment against U.S. 
domestic and foreign stooges, whether the mini-groups, Saddam, or Israel in 
particular. 
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IRAN 


PAPER SUGGESTS TO ENTER IRAQ FOLLOWING 'SEVERAL-DAY ULTIMATUM' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 24 Jun 82 p 1, 15 


[Text] "...Thus whoever has attacked you, attack in the same way, and fear God 
and know that God is with the Godfearing"”. [Koran, The Cow, Verse 191]. 


',..Thus whoever has attacked you, attack in the same way and form since he has 
attacked you, and follow God's virtue, and know that God is with the virtuous.’ 


In the past two days we have spoken about the necessity of overthrowing Saddam 
and 'Aflaq's Ba'th Party, and pointed out that giving priority to Iraq's imposed 
war is not only compatible with dispatching a force to Lebanon, but rather these 
two can and must be accomplished on each other's battlefields. We said that if 
the enemy puts new forces onto the battlefield, we will organize our forces to 
the same extent on the fronts of the imposed war, and dispatch forces to south- 
ern Lebanon to the extent we are able. 


Just as brother Khamene'i pointed to this matter after a meeting of the Supreme 
Defense Council, and said: Until we have finished the war here with Iraq, we 
will not transfer the main part of our forces there....However, that portion of 
our forces which we committed to Lebanon will participate in the war, and they 
will certainly inflict blows..." 


Therefore, just as we said in detail yesterday, the dispatch of a force to Leba- 
non never contradicts the fact that Saddam's imposed war has priority. This is 
because we know that over there Begin will feel the effect of a blow which we 
give Saddam here. Have we forgotten how the great victories of Fath-al-Mobayyan 
and Beit-al-Moqaddas made Zionism tremble, and that Begin sent a message to the 
"Persian Gulf Cooperation Council" telling them to be vigilant and aware that 
their enemy was Iran, not Israel? This was when the hapless Persian Gulf sheykhs 
were parroting the infamous White House propaganda about Iran's so-called pur- 
chase of weapons from Israel. 


Now, in light of the aforementioned points and the matters we have pointed to in 
the last two days, we return to the basic issue which is Saddam's overthrow. 
Just as we have also said before, it does not seem that the United States intends 
to let go of Saddam so soon. I answered this question on Tuesday. From another 
angle, Saddam's existence basically means the declaration of war against the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. Saddam's current peace-making developments are due to 
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his recent defeats. He wishes to gain an opportunity to strengthen his forces 
and restart war against Iran. Saddam is like a wounded snake which will injure 
you if you let it go. In the extremity of degredation, having suffered large 
defeats, he still does not desist from his violence, and shouts "Who is the 
struggler?"". See how he speaks nonsense ‘during the last breaths of his shame- 
ful life', to quote the imam. As the imam correctly said, read and laugh. Sad- 
dam, at the end of the speech he was given to read, says: "Our feeling of vic- 
tory in this battle compels the proud Iraqis and any sincere Arabs across the 
globe to comprehend with the greatest exactness the nature of the new stage 
which has originated from the foregoing decision, and that which calls for de- 
votion and sacrifice. The basic issue we should focus upon is that despite all 
our efforts towards neutralizing the excuses of the enemy, (meaning Iran) and 
despite the obviousness of all these secret decisions, it has not ceased its 
desires in relation to Iraq, and it will not cease. Therefore we should expect 
the enemy's aggression on our soil and nation. This requires even more readi- 
ness for sacrifice and patience, so that with God's help we can bury the aggres- 
sor's greed". Although this is very funny, one can discover Saddam's sinister 
aims to re-equip himself among this raving and absurdity. 


While he speaks of the danger of Iranian aggression on Iraq's soil, he and his 
masters know better that if Iran had had aggressive intentions, it would have 
been in Baghdad now, not on the Islamic territory's borders. It is interesting 
that His Eminence Saddam immediately adds the words!! "during 21 months of 
battle our armed forces have fought inside Iran in order to defend Iraq". (Read 
it again). Is this really not funny that they "fought on Iranian soil" to "de- 
fend Iraq"? If this man is not crazy, then what is he? However, we should re- 
member that this crazy-man frankly says that he will continue equipping his for- 
ces, and even used the expression "even more". As it so happens, he is not in- 
tensely equipping himself. According to completely reliable information, a Rus- 
sian ship brought a great quantity of tanks and heavy weapons for Iraq to 
Kuwait's Sha'biyah Port. For several consecutive days the ship's cargo was 
transported by heavy truck to Iraq at night. Once eye witnesses saw 93 tractor- 
trailers carrying parts of this ship's cargo towards Iraq under the protection 
of the Kuwaiti police. What is even funnier is that the Soviet Union praises 
Iraq for its action of removing its forces from Iran!! 


It is obvious that Russian weapons are only a small part of the equipment that 
Iraq is obtaining. God only knows what is happening in ‘Aqaba Port, and what 
quantity of light and heavy weapons U.S. C-130's are providing via Jordan, 

Egypt and Saudi Arabia... Incidentally, brother Khamene'i pointed out last 
night that according to completely reliable information, the Ba'thist enemy is 
transporting forces, excavating canals, etc., on the border. Thus it is not im- 
probable that tomorrow, when the enemy has reached combat readiness, he will 
once again assault our borders on the excuse that ‘we proclaimed a ceasefire 

and peace, and even withdrew our forces from the occupied areas, but Iran was 
not ready to live in peace and harmony’. If you ask whether this prediction con- 
tradicts Iraq's evacuation of the occupied areas, the answer is no. Iraq is 
evacuating areas that have no strategic or military value whatsoever, and those 
areas which possessed such importance we took from him by force, as is proved 

by 50,000 Iraqi prisoners. 
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Therefore it is up to us to be vigilant, and our vigilance, according to the 
Koran's clear command, is to defeat the enemy on his own soil. Since Saddam 
says that ‘during the past 21 months our armed forces have fought inside Iran", 
why should we not act according to the Koran's clear command which states: 
“Attack whoever attacked you in the same way", meaning that if the enemy attack- 
ed and aggressed against you, attack him the same fashion he attacked you? 


If Saddam had not said that his armed forces had fought inside Iran for 21 
months, and if we did not have Hovizeh, Hamid, Khorramshahr, Ahvaz, Dezful, Aba- 
dan, etc, as witnesses, perhaps we would not have been able to justify ourselv- 
es in this war by relying on the Koran's command. However, when Saddam himself 
admits this, various places in our Islamic homeland show the effects of Saddam's 
encroachment and aggression, and he is now quickly arming himself, it seems 
stupid for us not to put him in his place on his own soil. 


It is obvious that we in no way covet one inch of territory in Iraq or in other 
countries. Our officials have repeated this over and over, and Saddam even 
knows it better than ourselves. Incidentally, one of the reasons for Saddam's 
violence is that he is aware that the Islamic Republic of Iran does not have the 
same aim of attack and occupation as he does, and therefore, to quote him, he 
speaks from a "position of power"! 


It seems that if we continue our good intentions, the enemy, in addition to ab- 
using our good intentions, will speak, to quote him, from a "position of power", 
will ‘remove’ his forces from our soil!!, and yet continue his extensive re- 
arming "even more", as Saddam clearly states. Therefore danger threatens the 
Islamic Republic of Iran from the direction of this wounded snake and his mas- 
ter, the United States, which is an even more wounded snake. 


So far we have shown our good intention by peace-making. However, since Saddam 
wants to take advantage of this, and is not prepared to accept our five-fold 
conditions, it appears that the wisest path is to carry out the Koran's clear 
command. In this case, Saddam will certainly be compelled to submit to our 
conditions and accept that he is the aggressor. 


It is proposed that a deadline of several days be fixed, and if Ba'thist Saddam 
has not accepted all of our conditions in this period, such a blow will be 
struck against him that he will not be around any longer to threaten the exis- 
tence of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the future. 


It is necessary to say that Iraq or its masters must pay, all at once and in 

the shortest time possibie (meaning one or two days), reparations for whatever 
the scale of our damage is estimated to be (of course by our country's offi- 
cials, not by a delegation from such and such an organization which will twiddle 
its thumbs for several months while Iraq continues to equip itself). From the 
beginning we have never liked instaliments. Therefore the Islamic Republic of 
Iran considers it its natural right to take any action, including entering Ir- 
aqi soil, in order to get its rights. Although we believe that even to silence 
the enemy's artillery fire it is essential for us to take action deep inside 


Iraqi soil. 
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The last point is that nothing should frighten us from this path (meaning getting 
our rights by entering Iraqi soil). It is obvious that if Iran takes this step, 
the Zionist mouthpieces will try to show us as being in parallel with Zionism 

by arranging selected news items side by side. Cf course the reactionary Arab 
regimes will again cry out, "Oh, Arabs", and will say that while Israel is occu- 
pying Lebanon on the one hand, Iran is attempting to occupy Iraqi soil on the 
other. This can be predicted, and while preliminary actions have to take place 
to neutralize this propaganda assault, it basically should not be given much in- 
portance. If you want to speak about Arabs, they are countries that are now 
helping Palestine and Syria in connection with the Zionist enemy's fierce assault. 
They well know the difference between us and Iraq. 


Therefore we should not doubt ourselves. A several-day grace period should be 


given, and if Iraq fails to accept, we should get our rights by any means neces- 
sary, including entering Iraqi soil. 
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TRAN 


VOLUNTEERS ASKED TO JOIN COMBATANTS FOR ‘LIBERATION OF QUDS' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 26 Jun 82 p 2 


[Text] With the coming of summer, the Islamic Revolution Guards Mobilization of 
the Oppressed will hold various camps in the country's 46 campsites at different 
times. The goal is the development of talents and raising the level of politi- 

cal, ideological and military insight among the forces of the army of 20 million. 


In an exclusive interview with IRNA on Thursday, Hojjat ol-Eslam, chief of the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Mobilization of the Oppressed, announced this item, 
and explained current problems of the Mobilization of the Oppressed. 


At first, responding to the question ‘what is the status of the activities of 

the Mobilization of the Oppressed [MO] under present conditions’, he said: MO 
activities are oriented towards achieving the goals of developing necessary cap- 
abilities in all persons believing in the Constitution, defending the country 

and the Islamic republican system, and assisting the people when probable inci- 
dents occur through the cooperation of concerned authorities. The basic axis of 
training of popular forces in the military and ideological dimensions, and organ- 
izing Mobilization forces remains unchanged. 


He added: The results which these activities can incorporate include: Develop- 
ing a culture of resistance in the people, and organization and strengthening 

of the 36-million strong intelligence organization, both of which issues concern 
the imam. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Salek, inting out the Islamic Revolution Guards MO is woven 
from the nation of the Party of God, and is responsible for training and organ- 
izing these forces, noted: MO activities include ali strate of the struggling, 
combative nation of Iran, including the sisters whose activities before and 
after the glorious Islamic revolution were historically decisive. 


Fourth Stage of the Islamic Revolution 


Emphasizing the historically decisive role of the sisters in suppressing and 
reutralizing plots by the enemies of the Islamic Republic, he expressed hope that 
the great forces of the combative, Muslim sisters which spring out of the cul- 
tural heart of the Islamic revolution would be used in the near future towards 
furthering the goals of the Islamic revolution in the MO. 
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In the same area the MO chief noted: During the life-span of the MO, the sin- 
cere efforts of mobilization sisters in the areas of aiding the fronts, care for 
families of martyrs and combatants, and training and ideological activities have 
been very noteworthy. 


Concerning the status of MO activities on the country's western and southern 
fronts, he pointed to international Zionism's recent plot against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran by attacking southern Lebanon, and said: The Zionist occupying 
forces, unaware of the firm belief of the Muslim nation of Iran, are desperately 
striving to destroy the Islamic revolution in Iran and Islam. However, since 
the revolution's general policy is based on the liberation of Jerusalem, today 
the Iranian Islamic revolution has begun its fourth stage from southern Lebanon 
under the prophetic leadership of the nation's imam. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Salek then gave a good description of the country’s southern and 
western war fronts, and added: Under current conditions our forces have a super- 
ior position over the Ba'thist enemy in relation to the past. The popular Party 
of God volunteer forces which the MO despatches to the war zones are perpetua- 
ting the Islamic message in a firm, determined manner until the destruction of 
the aggressor enemy. 


Volunteering for the Fronts 


As the interview continued, the MO chief pointed to the recent historically de- 
cisive message of the nation's imam concerning the neutralization of U.S. im- 
perialism's plot to sidetrack world opinion from the basic issue of the Iraqi 
Ba'thist regime's imposed war onto the attack of the forces of the regime occu- 
pying Jerusalem on southern Lebanon. He announced the Islamic Revolution Guards 
MO's readiness to accept volunteer forces to free Jerusalem by means of defeating 
Saddam's aggressor forces. He asked combative forces which have combat readiness 
for despatch to the war fronts to go to MO Resistance Units in the mosques to 
volunteer. By once again going to the fronts of the war between truth and false- 
hood, final victory over the Saddamist aggressors can be obtained. Thus in the 
near future, upon the destruction of the Iraqi Ba'th regime, the road to Jeru- 
salem's liberation will be smoothed. 


Summer Camps 


In response to another question by IRNA's reporter concerning MO summer programs, 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Salek said: The MO has planned programs during summer leisure 
time for the capable forces of various strata, particularly committed Muslim stu- 
dents from all over the country, in accordance with the organized activities of 
the mobilization in the area of military and ideological training for the Muslim 
nation. Special camps have been planned for mobilization of student resistance 
groups from all over the country, various social strata, and resisting, combat- 
ive forces from the country's eastern and western regions. Each one of them 

will take place in an organized fashion according to various schedules in the 
country's 46 campsites. Ultimately the goals of teaching Islamic culture, de- 
veloping talents, raising insight in the military and ideological training areas, 
organizing the 20-million-strong army, and striving towards perpetuating the 
training of the mobilization's believing forces in the long-run will be pursued. 
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He added: Some of the country's camps, including those in areas 6, 2, and 1 
have begun their programs. 


He noted: The MO will plan for camps for the MO's Muslim, combative sisters 
upon creating necessary coordination with MO districts, and maintaining standards 
and precision. 


At the end of the interview, pointing to the effective role of MO forces in the 
struggle against domestic counterrevolutionaries, he noted the necessity of main- 
taining unity among the Hezbollah's public security forces. While decrying any 
kind of division or disunity, he said: Mobilization forces in the mosque resis- 
tance bases, relying on their firm belief in the theocratic state, must be the 
theocracy's powerful arm which strives to expand and strengthen unity between 
the clergy and the mobilization forces. They must use the clergy's guidance as 
much as possible. 


In conclusion he noted the necessity of vigilance and awareness among mobiliza- 
tion forces to neutralize the plots of the revolution's enemies. He deemed unity 
among the clergy and the mobilization the only way to perpetuate the hopes of 
the great martyrs of the Islamic revolution of Iran. 
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BRIEFS 


RELEASE OF ADMIRAL ‘'ALAVI--Khomeyni's release of Admiral Mohammad ‘Alavi, the 
former commander of the Iranian navy immediately after he had been sentenced 
to 8 years in prison came as the result of Algerian mediation to improve rela- 
tions between the United States and Iran. The charge on which ‘Alavi was con- 
victed was his employment by the American Central Intelligence [Agency] after 
his name appeared on documents which were found in the American Embassy in 
Tehran. [Text] [London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 245, 2 Aug 82 p 12] 


IRANIAN-PAKISTANI NUCLEAR AGREEMENT--An agreement to establish a joint Pakistani- 
Iranian nuclear project was secretly signed last week. The signing of the agree- 
ment accompanied the campaign which Khomeyni launched against the communist Tudeh 
Party. Observers interpreted the two events as an indication that Iran was 
officially returning to the American orbit. [Text] [London AL-DUSTUR in 

Arabic No 245, 2 Aug 82 p 12] 


CSO: 4640/43 
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IRAQ 


BAGHDAD CALLS RAFSANJANI IMPERIALIST AGENT 
GF311354 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1800 GMT 28 Jul 82 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Summary from poor reception] Dear listeners, today we would like to discuss 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani. But before we do so, we would like to ask you to inform 
us of whatever you know about hin. 


"This baleful and suspicious man, who has been able to conceal his 
inauspicious and deviated character from the people, is the most important 
agent of U.S., Israeli and other espionage networks in the Middle East. 

The deviated character of Rafsanjani has recently become common knowledge 

to struggling forces outside Iran--particularly to Iranian youths in the FRG." 


It will be recalled that the names of Beheshti and Rafsanjani were on the 
lists drawn up by the shah's administration of the names of treacherous 
elements in Iran. Although there are several examples which can be listed 
to expose Hashemi-Rafsanjani, we would like to refer to a number of his 
recent statements which reveal his two-faced character. 


While visiting a province near the battlefronts during the current year 
Rafsanjani is on record for telling the families of those killed at the 
fronts that the large number of martyrs in Iran is a guarantee for the 
Islamic Republic. his means that it is not imperialism that is shedding 
the blood of the Iranian people, nor should the Iranian mullahs be accused 
of bloodshed. It means that the nation is shedding its own blood volun- 
tarily. It is the philosophy of Khomeyni which has turned Iran into a 
bloodbath. He is all for martyrdom. 


"The second point is that after the crash of the Argentine plane carrying 
[sraeli arms to Iran, Mullah Rafsanjani admitted that he had a secret link 
with the Zionist enemy. Allowing Israeli attacks against Palestine and 
guaranteeing immunity for the 800,000 Jews living in Iran have been two 

of the main provisions of the agreement between Zionism and Khomeynism for 
aggression ever since the beginning of the Iran-Iraq war. Keeping the 
Republic of Iraq--the main enemy of Israel--occupied with war has been one 
of the strategic objectives of U.S. imperialism and Zionism in the Middle 
East. Rafsanjani is the person assigned to realize this task in the name 
of Khomeyni. One of the main reasons for the prolonging of the war (?is 
Rafsanjani.)" 
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Mullah Rafsanjani has revealed the occupationist policy of the Tehran 
administration. He has openly said that it is impossible for Iran to 
remain within its state borders. "Their prime objective is to settle their 
account first with Iraq and then with the Gulf countries with a view to 
spreading Iran's Islamic revolution to them." 


Yet another point is Mullah Rafsanjani's part in the move made by the 
Iranian administration to remove Shari'Atmadari, the grand source of 
emulation. Shari'Atmadari's resolute stand supporting the recognition of 
the legal rights of the minorities in Iran was totally against the conspiracy 
hatched by U.S. imperialism regarding the Middle East. It is also worth 
mentioning that Rafsanjani is the main element responsible for prolonging 
the Iran-Iraq war. "He is the person who threatened President Khamene'i 
and Prime Minister Musavi, who had adopted a lukewarm policy toward the 
representatives of good will and peace missions visiting Iran, forcing them 
to choose an aggressive stand. Rafsanjani is also on record for furthering 
Imam Khomeyni's personal grudge and [word indistinct] demands by putting the 
nonsensical conditions that the Iraqi Army should withdraw from Iran, Iraq 
should pay war compensation totalling $150 billion--although this figure 
was $50 billion at first--and that the regime in Iraq should be overthrown. 
In the aftermath of the Israeli occupationists' attack against Lebanon, 
Mullah Rafsanjani informed the Iraqi Government that the Iranian armed 
forces should be allowed to cross through Iraq to fight together with the 
Lebanese and Palestinians against Israel. It will be recalled that Iraq, 

a country which has become popular for its moral and material support to 
the Palestinian refugees to date, applauded the said proposal and informed 
the Iranian rulers that the realization of the Iranian proposal should be 
subject to the legal condition that the war should be ended." 


Regrettably, however, with a view to securing the continuation of israel's 
massacre of Muslims in Lebanon, Rafsanjani insisted on his condition that 

Iraq pay $150 billion compensation and allow the Iranian armed forces to 

cross Iraq. It is obvious that the regime of Iranian impostors is resolutely 
determined to continue the war. While on the one hand Rafsanjani demon- 
strates the intention to continue the war, on the other he demands that 
victorious Iraq pays damages. "The battlefronts are not mosques where the 
parasitic mullahs can have a share of what is given as a gift. Who is the 
speaker of the Iranian Majlis? He is only a sinner who has lost his bearings. 
He thinks and acts like a mullah and [words indistinct ]." 


[t must be stressed here that regardless of what Iran has been saying, its 
claim that its military units are engaging the Israeli occupationist army 
in Lebanon is untrue. None of its military units has been deployed against 
Israel in Lebanon. "What emerges from this perplexing state of affairs is 
the Tehran-Tel Aviv collusion and the treachery of Hafiz al-Asad and 
Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi against the Palestinian people." 


Hashemi-Rafsanjani is also on record as saying: ‘Fighting against Iraq 

is Iran's main issue. At the [words indistinct] of Iraq, we shall liberate 
first Lebanon and then Jerusalem. Iran's preparation for new attacks against 
[Iraq has been realized with the help of Hafiz al-Asad and Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi 
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and we have acted in accordance with the imam's recommendation in naming 

our most recent onslaught operation Ramadan. [Words indistinct] Rafsanjani 
concluded his Friday sermon by chanting the following slogan which is totally 
opposed to Islam: The month of Ramadan is a month of war. March on." 





Dear listeners, we can give more examples of statements made by Mullah 
Rafsanjani. Regrettably, however, the fate of the Iranian military wnits, 
ordered to march against the sacred city of Baghdad has not sufficed to 
convince the mullahs to contain themselves. However, the references we 
have made suffice to indicate deviated Rafsanjani's record. 


CSO: 4400/407 
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IRAQ 


BAGHDAD WARNS LRAN ON NONALIGNED CONFERENCE 
GFO11308 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1800 GMT 31 Jul 82 
[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Summary from poor reception] Dear listeners, the Khomeyni regime has 

again begun threatening the leaders of the Nonaligned Movement in connec- 
tion with their participation in the forthcoming nonaligned conference 

in Baghdad. According to Foreign Minister Velayati, those who participate 

in the Baghdad conference will be risking their lives. "If they participate 
in the said meeting in total disregard of the suggestions made by the 
Khomeyni regime, then the latter should not be held responsible for any 
unfavorable development they may face." 





Dr Velayati's remarks regarding the summit conference to be held in Baghdad 
constitute interference in Iraq's internal affairs within the framework of 
international law. The Iranian administrators do not seem to understand the 
gravity of the situation. Their behavior has caused bloodshed between 

two neighboring Muslim countries. Dr Velayati also warned that Iran's Air 
Force is capable of hitting the most sensitive targets within Baghdad itself, 
just as they attacked the Baghdad refinery. 


"Let us state here and now that Dr Velayati is dreaming. The supermen you 
have sent against Baghdad have been (?destroyed). [Words indistinct] have 
died and their navigators have been taken as captives by the victorious 
Iraqi forces. And if you are contemplating to ~end your aircraft to Iraq 
at the time of the said conference with a view to realizing your (?Satanic 
objectives), you are welcome to do so. You should know, however, that the 
place of all of them will be Khomeyni's illusionary paradise in the end. 
The truth regarding the claim put forward by Khomeyni, Rafsanjani and 
Khamene'i that Iranian pilots have bombed the Baghdad refinery should be 
asked not of Iranian [words indistinct] but of the (?gallant) sons of 
Baghdad. When and where did they bomb the said refinery? Even they them 
selves do not know." 


The Iranian rulers cannot even intimidate the youths of Iranian cities and 
towns such as Mahabad, Tabriz and Amol. Therefore, how can they expect 

to intimidate the people of Baghdad? "However, if Velayati and his blood- 
brother Colonel Mo'inpur would like to organize a trip to get some fresh air, 
then they should come and visit the aircraft, helicopters and heavy artillery 
of the Khomeyni administration now on display in Baghdad, [name indistinct] 
and Karbala'." 
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IRAQ 


BAGHDAD DEFENDS AZERI LANGUAGE AGAINST PERSIAN 
GF301037 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1800 GMT 25 Jul 82 
[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Summary from poor reception] Dear listeners, there is no one in Azarbayjan 
who does not know who Ayatollah Malakoti is. Ayatollah Malakoti is a member 
of the Persian administration and the representative of Ayatollah Khomeyni. 
However, regardless of what he is, he seems to be ignorant of the difference 
between the Azeri people and the Persians. And, as such, he makes nonsensical 
remarks about the culture and language of the Azeri people. "For example, 
at a meeting of pro-Khomeyni elements in Tabriz, Malakoti openly stated: 

In what language do the youths who are attacking the Islamic Republic and 
who are acting like vagabonds confer? Which national oppression are they 
talking about? What are the rights they are demanding to be recognized to 
the Azeri people? I have not witnessed such resistance in Azarbayjan. 
However, I know that the Persian language is a gracious, nice and Islamic 
language which is common in the Iranian nation and among other minorities 

in Iran. As is known and as has been discussed during the current week, 

the Persian language is the nicest and the richest language among those 
which are being used within Iran. Therefore, the Persian language must be 
taught throughout Azarbayjan--in mosques, schools, towns and cities. The 
Persian language should be studied and used in daily life. This is my 
recommendation. And, you should believe me that the language used by the 
imam of the nation is the language of God." 


Dear listeners, under the circumstances and according to this dark entity of 
the Persian administration, the Azeri people are obliged to read and write 

in the Persian language. "This is due to the fact that according to 
Malakoti, the language the imam uses--that is to say the language this 
confused imam uses--is the one employed by God. And, again according to 
Malakoti, one should doubt whether Arabic should be the language of the Koran. 
It seems that while on the one hand Malakoti champions the Persian language, 
on the other hand he also wishes to make certain changes in the pure language 
of Islam. Or, God forbidding, he wants to describe the language Khomeyni 
uses as the language of God, Khomeyni being regarded by him as God's 
ambassador." 
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This is a very important matter. That Malakoti has been inspired by the 

view that Khomeyni is God's ambassador and that the language he uses is the 
one employed by God reveals that the fact that the conspiracy hatched by 

the Iranian administrators has attained its highest peak. "In order to 
support his views, Malakoti is overlooking the mother tongues of the oppressed 
Iranian peoples. He looks upon them from a (?Zionist) and [word indistinct] 
viewpoint. He claims shamelessly that the Persian language is Iran's 

official language, which is the nicest of all and Islamic as well. Actually, 
this is a view cherished by a confused person." 





Let alone placing the teaching of Persian language in educational institu- 
tions throughout Azarbayjan, Ayatollah Malakoti should not even be allowed 

to make such recommendations. "Ayatollah Malakoti has been able to express 

his view at the meeting in Tabriz this time. However, he should know that 

the Azeri youth will not give this confused man another opportunity to call 

for the introduction of the Persian language in daily life, that is to say 

to recommend that the Azeri people read and write in Persian. The Azeri 
language is not Persian. Nor can it be regarded as a kind of Persian dialect." 


If Malakoti wants to keep himself busy, then he should occupy himself only 
with nonsensical philosophy of his colleagues. If he intends to bring 
pressure to bear on the Azeri people as in the case of the shah's era in 
Iran, then he must understand that the penalty of such a great national 
treachery is death and only death. 


CSO: 4400/407 
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ISRAEL 


KAKH MOVEMENT SETTLES NEAR QIRYAT ARBA' 
TAO50925 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 5 Aug 82 p 16 
[Report by Avi Rozenfeld] 


[Text] A group of five families, including about 20 children and several 
bachelors--all members of the Kakh Movement--settled this morning on (Jabal 
Mannuh) about 4 km from Qiryat Arba’. The families settled without the 
agreement of the Qiryat Arba’ council. The council spokesman emphasized 
that the members will have to coordinate their settlement with the council 
head. 

The families settled as a part of the "Gibush camp," aimed at establishing a 
settlement to be called "El Naqam" ["To Revenge"] in memory of Eli Haze'ev, 
who was killed by terrorists at the Hadassah building in Hebron. 


The settlers’ group is led by Yosi Dayan, the secretary of the Kakh Movement, 
who settled there with his family. 


The members have been working since early this morning in the camp which is 
near the Nahal foothold Mano'ah and are setting up the tents and other 
camp installations. 


The Qiryat Arba’ council spokesman explained that the members of the group 
had appealed to the council head on 1 August, asking for a discussion on 
the families settling on (Jabal Mannuh) [Har Mano'ah]. The Qiryat Arba' 
Municipal Council decided that the (Jabal Mannuh) region was part of Qiryat 
Arba’ and, at the same time, the council instructed the council head and 
his deputy to examine whether it would be possible to permit the Kakh 
Movement to settle there. In addition to this, the council spokesman 
stressed, "The Kakh members must coordinate their settlement with the 
council head, about whether conditions permit this." 


Members of the "El Naqam" nucleus decided not to wait and this morning they 
settled on (Jabal Mannuh). 


CSO: 4400/408 
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ISRAEL 





"YEDI'OT' BLASTS LACK OF CREDIBLE INFORMATION ON WAR 
TAO51033 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 5 Aug 82 p 2 


[Commentary by Yesha' yahu Ben-Porat: "What Is Happening in Beirut--And in 
Jerusalem?" ] 


[Text] All day yesterday, from the morning to the evening, the public 

was faced with the embarrassing dilemma of choosing between one of two 
contradictory versions of the news on the hourly broadcasts: The version 
given by the Lebanese radio stations and other foreign sources, which were 
able to report on the far-reaching IDF move, on the armored movement along 
three axes toward west Beirut, and on fierce fighting; and the official 
Israeli version, which spoke of a further tightening of the encirclement 
while improving positions. The contradictory reports by the foreign 
elements were described by an authoritative Israeli source as imaginary. 


It was only late in the evening that it became clear that yesterday, too-- 
just as in the first week of the war, when heavy battle smoke shrouded the 
IDF advance into southern Lebanon--not only were the foreign sources and 
the Lebanese radio neither lying nor imaginary, the information they 
disseminated was closer to the truth than were our sources. According to 
the reports by the field correspondents and the short interview with the 
chief of staff that was broadcast by the television, it emerged in the 
evening that our forces had indeed advanced along several axes east of the 
city toward the west and from the airport in the south, in a bypassing 
movement intended to encircle two refugee camps in the region. The great 
number of IDF casualties and the need to summon the air force at dusk to 
provide support forthe ground forces also prove that the battles were 
immeasurably harder than could have been detected from the official reports. 


Therefore, we regret that, in view of the picture described above, it seems 
that those responsible for publicity and information have still not 

learned their lesson from the serious mistakes made in this field at the 
beginning of the war. As on previous occasions, yesterday a heavy shadow 
was again cast on the credibility of our public information. 


Furthermore, an examination last night showed that at least some of the 
cabinet ministers, if not all of them--apart from the prime minister and 
the defense minister--were not partners to the decision about the Beirut 
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action; they did not know in advance about its planning and operation and 
it is even possible that to this moment they do not know what it was 
intended for. Some of them wondered last night whether it had been 
necessary to classify the move as a “strategic improvement of positions,” 
as it was defined by military elements, or whether it should be seen as a 
tactical step as a part of the "salami method," whose purpose is to enter 
west Beirut by gradually nibbling away at territory. 


Whichever is true, more than bad taste is involved in the repeated 

spectacle of a cabinet that declares in public, as it did this week, that 

no decision has yet been made to enter Beirut, when our forces in the field 
are already in sectors which, as everyone agrees, are not part of east Beirut. 


Everything written above is not intended to disagree with the need in 
principle to increase the military pressure on the PLO in order to accelerate, 
as far as is possible, the political negotiations for the terrorists' 
withdrawal from Beirut. However, the cabinet, which is to meet today to 
discuss first and foremost the political developments ad the contents of 
the U.S. president's letter to the prime minister, must also devote some 
of its time to an in-depth discussion of the military moves in Beirut. 

It is inconceivable that even cabinet ministers should hear about what is 
occurring in Beirut from radio broadcasts, and that even they--like the 
pub lic--must listen to and believe Voice of Lebanon broadcasts in order 
to know the truth. 


CSO: 4400/408 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


SHARON'S AIDE AUTHORIZED SQUATTING-—-Official sources yesterday confirmed 

to the JERUSALEM POST that Brig Gen Uri Bar-on, Defence Minister Ari'‘el 
Sharon's adviser on settlement affairs, authorized Yeshiva students to 
occupy three empty homes near the Temple Mount in Jerusalem last week. 

The three homes had been confiscated by the ministry from Arab tenants over 
the years. Last Wednesday, a group of Yeshiva students entered homes which 
Sparked tension among Arabs, bringing a crowd of them to the scene. The 
police persuaded the students to leave the homes. An investigation revealed 
that Bar-on gave the students oral permission to enter the homes. For that 
reason, the students had refused to leave immediately, as the police asked. 
A police source told the JERUSALEM POST yesterday that the police would 
have used force to evacuate the squatters. Attorney-General Yitzhaq Zamir 
yesterday told the POST that the matter has not been referred to his office. 
[Text] [TAO30810 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 3 Aug 82 p 3] 


ARABS SENTENCED FOR DISTRIBUTING PROPAGANDA--Nine Arabs from East Jerusalem 
were each fined 1$5,000 and given a 6-month suspended sentence by the 
Jerusalem magistrates court yesterday for possessing and distributing 
material supporting the use of violence and the organization of terrorist 
activity. The nine, ranging in age from 22 to 44, were members of a youth 
club in the Arab part of the Abu Tor quarter. They organized exhibitions 
of pictures that included material inciting against Zionism, describing 
"Zionist oppression," and advocating violence in armed struggles. The 
pictures were drawn by children belonging to the club. Other material found 
on the club's premises carried symbols of terrorist organizations. Club 
members also put on plays that allegedly showed how the Israel defence 
forces questioned residents of the territories. In his verdict, Judge 
Aharon Simha said that "in a free state like ours every resident is free 

to express criticism and views not shared by others, but when such criticism 
voices disloyalty to the state of Israel and its institutions, as in the 
present case, where the wish to destroy and conquer Israel is clearly 
apparent, then the state of Israel is defending itself by outlawing such 
criminal acts as these.” One of the convicted is (Mohammad Qashur) of Abu 
Tor, who is a senior official in the government company for the development 
of East Jerusalem. He was also chairman of the club's board of directors. 
[Text] [TAO30822 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 3 Aug 82 p 2] 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


MODIFICATIONS ON MISSILES REQUESTED--A well-informed Arab diplomatic source 
has disclosed that, during high level meetings in Moscow, Jordan raised with 
the Soviet Union the question of the effectiveness of Soviet-made surface-to- 
air missiles whose delivery to the Jordanian forces has been approved, and 

the capability of these missiles to repel any Israeli air attacks. The reason 
for bringing up this subject is that the Sovtet SA-6 anti-aircraft missiles 
which Syria had deployed in the Biqa’ were completely destroyed by Israeli 
planes and were incapable of countering the raids. The source explained that 
Jordanian officials have asked Soviet officials to make modifications on these 
missile networks before delivering them to Amman. The Soviets promised to 
consider the issue and to do what was necessary. In another development, King 
Husayn sent an urgent message a few days ago to Husni Mubarak which deals 
specifically with his talks in Moscow, developments in the Lebanese crisis and 
the future Palestinian situation in light of these developments. [Text] 
[London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 127, 17-23 Jul 82 p 11] 
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MAURITANIA 


ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF PAST YEAR ASSESSED 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 7 Jul 82 pp 3, 8 


[Text] On the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the 
seizure of power by the national armed forces on 10 July 
to rescue the country from the situation of war, economic 
bankruptcy and dismemberment which characterized it prior 
to July 1978, the AMP {MAURITANIAN PRESS AGENCY] undertook 
an assessment of the economic achievements during the past 
year. 


In fact, since July 1978, the country has turned sharply away 
from the chaotic path it was pursuing, to move toward the 
path of recovery, political first, and then economic. After 
the end of the war, and in particular since August of 1979, 
the national leadership has devoted itself with determination 
to national economic recovery, which is obvious to the eyes 
of the international public, particularly on the financial 
level. The International Monetary Fund expressed satsifac- 
tion in a report on the Mauritanian economic situation and 
prospects. 


Thus in the economic sector, the foundation of the Mauritanian economy has 
moved gradually from the primary toward the tertiary sector. For example, the 
rural sector, on which the greater part of the policy has been focused, and 
which contributed 65 percent to the GNP [gross national production] in 1959, 
contributed only 27 percent in 1980, at a time when the industrial sector, 
which contributed 4 percent to this figure in 1959, showed an increase to 37 
percent of the RNB [gross national income] in 1980, while the contribution of 
the tertiary sector to the RNB increased from 27 percent in 1959 to 46 percent 
in 1980. 


After showing a rise prior to 1963 and a dramatic decline until 1980, the 
Mauritanian economy is seeking basically, through the fourth development plan, 
which is in progress, to reestablish the national economic base by making maxi- 
mal use of national resources and increasing production to the benefit of the 
national collective as a whole. Thus the shortcomings in preceding plans will 
be corrected by an allocation of investments to the rural sector rather than 
the service sectors, better technical and administrative organization, training 
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which is closer to the economic reality and more locational and regional, with 
abandonment of projects which are not justified financially and economically, 
stricter administration of public enterprises, and orientation of the private 
sector toward productive rather than speculative sectors. Given the current 
status of the investment program approved, it should be specified that ort of a 
total of 89.2 billion UM [Mauritanian ougiya], 46.5 billion are committed, 
including 22.7 for the Guelbs project, and that the remaining financing to 

be obtained to cover the whole of the investment program comes to about 42.7 
billion UM. Within the financial sector, it should be noted that the budget 
balance can be achieved in 2 or 3 years, in other words before the end of the 
fourth development plan, involving, among other measures, granting priority to 
investment expenditures over operational expenditures, as well as increasing 
current income. 


Mines and Energy 


In connection with the mines and energy sector, we would mention, in the field 
of achievement, the launching of the planned oil refinery activities as of 
this coming 10 July. In this connection all of the work of preparation and 
installation has been completed. Let us recall that the capital for this great 
enterprise comes to $100 million. Also, the country will export two-thirds of 
the production, the balance being sufficient for domestic needs. In this way, 
this step will make it possible to guarantee oil product supplies, also pro- 
viding jobs and a major source of foreign exchange. Thus, one of the largest 
projects set aside in the past by the old regime has become a reality, thanks 
to the determination of the Military Committee for National Salvation and the 
government, and Algerian aid. 


Let. us also note the extraction of iron from Guelb El Ghein, as well as the 
major development and infrastructure work undertaken with a view to extraction 
of sulfurated products from the Akjoujt copper mine. in the research field, 
we would note that the country is currently covered by eight mining research 
permits valid for iron, copper, chromium, gold, cobalt, nickel, manganese, 
phosphates, hydrocarbons, rare earths and uranium, prospecting for which has 
yielded important results but is not yet sufficient to establish the economic 
profitability of this major asset. Also let us note the recent government 
decision with a view to reducing the price of butane gas, so that it can re- 
place wood charcoal, the use of which has led to deforestation damaging to 
nature and further encouraging the drought which continues to plague us. 


Industry and Trade 


In the industrial and commercial sector, it is no exaggeration to acknowledge 
that notable progress has been made thanks both to the determination of the 
government to pursue an industrial policy which will guarantee our economic 
independence of foreign sources, by limiting our imports, among other things, 
and also, it should be noted, thanks to the active and ever more conscientious 
contribution of domestic private capital. 


Thus since 10 July 1981, 5 industrial units have been commissioned and are 
already selling their goods on the domestic market. They include the SOMACOGIR 

















with an investment of 15 million UM for 16 employees and annual production 

of 10 million spark plugs; the SOMIBGBM with an investment of 16 million UM, 
41 jobs and production of 20,000 tons of soap; Mauritanian Cement with an in- 
vestment of 202 million UM, 58 jobs and annual production of 100 million tons; 
SOIC with an investment of 64 million UM and 24 jobs; Famo-Mauritanie with an 
investment of 63 million UM and 39 jobs; and several additional industrial 
units which have been approved and are being installed. They include the 
SOMAURAL, which will being operations this year, with an investment of 26 million 
UM and 57 jobs planned, and a capacity of 15,000 cases of 1,440 boxes each; 
Dahoud Tires; and the plant for the refining and caking of sugar, with an in- 
vestment of 1.25 billion UM and 400 planned jobs, which is expected to begin 
operation during the month of July. 


The Mie-SA is to produce covers, foams, bags and other polyethylene goods, 
with an investment of 6 million UM, 20 planned jobs and a production capacity 
of 200,000 covers and 3 million bags; the SOMEB will bottle the mineral water 
of the Benichab layer, with an investment of 38 million UM and 40 pianned jobs. 
Other projects have also been approved, including the sheet iron works, 
Abdallahy Brothers, the NOSOMINE-TP, Animal Feed (GICR), Aziz Ould El Mamy 
Poulterers, the Toujounine and Cheibany Poultry Farm, a brick factory in Rosso 
and a dairy plant in Nouakchott. In addition, let us note that a number of 
projects are being implemented, but since although they are very important, 

we cannot list them, we have limited ourselves to a pragmatic listing of the 
projects completed. 


Again within this context, it is useful to note that the government and busi- 
nessmen are working actively to develop this sector on the basis of state and 
private investments first of all, but also through interregional and inter- 
national exchanges, in particular with the brotherly Arab and African nations. 
In this connection, the future holds great promise for countries such as ours, 
permanently committed to greater independence from the privileged countries. 
In this connection, we are pleased to be among the countries in which recent 
industrialization is in no way dependent on the industrialized nations, because 
it is far from limited to the processing industries. In this context, let 

us note that the work of launching the sugar company is moving along well and 
will soon bear fruit. 


The rural sector enjoys a priority which is not reflected only in the alloca- 
tion of resources to it, but also involves the removal of constraints of vari- 
ous sorts--institutional, financial and legal--limiting its development, along 
with incentives for the cooperatives, of which there are currently 21, and 

the 551 cooperative groups. Also with a view to encouraging these activities, 
farm credit totaling 400 million UM has been established within the framework 
of the National Development Fund. Other incentive measures include the in- 
crease of farm prices by the government to 12.5 UM per kg of paddy rice and 

24 UM per kg of milled rice, in the same way as the prices for millet and corn 
were established, in addition to the purchase by the OMC [Mauritanian Grain 
Office] and the SONIMEX of production surpluses. But since our grain require- 
ments will continue to increase, the Department of Rural Development believes 
that we must cultivate 5,000 hectares per year in order to achieve self- 
sufficiency by the year 2000, but this will require an investment of 2.5 billion 
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ouguiyas per year for irrigation alone. In this field, major projects have 
been carried out or are being carried out. In this connection, we might men- 
tion by way of example Aftout Saheli, Mpourie, R'Kiz, Koundi, Plaine de Mpourie, 
Plaine de Boghe, Walo de Kaedi, Foum Gleita, Tamourt Naj, all of which are 

in addition to the establishment of small village plots the total area of which 
comes to more than 1,685 hectares. But it must be acknowledged that our coun- 
try falls far short of meeting its food needs, which currently total 208,000 
tons, whereas only 40,000 tons is being produced. Where our livestock herds 
are concerned, they have suffered greatly from continuing drought, but a great 
effort is being made in this connection so that this sector can retain its 
place in the national economy. 


Where the fishing sector is concerned, although it retains a privileged posi- 
tion in the country's economy, it does not appear to be living up to the hopes 
placed in it. However, it should be noted first of all that the fruits of 

a policy of restriction, such as the new fishing policy in Mauritania, will 
only be seen as time passes. Nonetheless, it can be said that despite the 
errors and the shortcomings in implementation due to the limited administrative 
resources, this policy is beginning to take form. 





When it comes to the achievement of basic infrastructure projects in less than 
2 years, four processing plants are being completed in Nouadhibou in edition 
to a half dozen projects being implemented which will within the next 3 years 
enable us to increase our processing, storage and naval repair facilities, 

and above all, to sell our fish from our home base. Furthermore, our indus- 
trial fleet, which was almost nonexistent prior to the implementation of the 
new fishing policy, now includes more than 70 units. Also, the export of more 
than 100,000 tons of fish is making an important foreign exchange contribution 
in the traditional fishing sector. Let us note the installation of two cold 
storage plants in Nouadhibou and Nouakchott, as well as other efforts being 
carried out by the National Office for the Development of Fishing. But we 
should recognize that the success of this policy depends basically on oceano- 
graphic research and stricter surveillance. 


With a view to the ever more harmonious development of the country, the nation- 
al leadership is encouraging the incorporation of the nation's private sector 

in the development process. The CGEM, which is as yet just beginning its ac- 
tivities, is evidence of this. It is true that the integration of this sector 
is recent, but active participation by the private sector can already be noted, 
particularly on the trade and industrial levels and in the fishing sector. 

We can also note with justification the maturity and patriotism of our business- 
men, despite what is said about them. 
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MOROCCO 


PANEL OF INTELLECTUALS INTERVIEWED 
Casablanca LAMALIF in French No 135, Apr-May 82 op 18-23 


[Panel discussion with Paul Pascon, Hassan Akbour, Mohammed Tozy, A. Arrif 
and M. Nagi, date and place not specified: "My Thinking Is Wrong"] 


[Text] Five intellectuals--Paul Pascon, A. Arrif, Mohamed 
Tozy, M. Nagi and Hassan Abkour--have formed an informal 
group, a "sphere of discussion"--something new and different 
in the scientific field--in order to expound their expecta- 
tions, their visions, their doubts. This is an initiative 
which is "as much (explained) by their emotional receptivity, 
making communication and a sharing of concerns possible, as 
by individual projects seeking to go beyond previous experi- 
ments or seeking to gain a solid foothold permitting direct 
access to the marketplace of knowledge." 


"Their objectives are: to avoid circumscribing their re- 
search within acknowledged partisan concerns; to avoid 
dividing up the realm of science into a useful sphere and 
a useless sphere; to avoid promoting ready-made theorizing 
at the expense of epistemological vigilance; and, finally, 
to avoid situations of being artificially edged out or ex- 
periencing illusory autonomy which, in reality, are situ- 
ations involving expectation or collaboration within the 
scientific realm." 


The group speaks below using the collective "I," which is 
neither a simple "I" nor a "we" because, they say, "the 
convergence of our expectations and the similarity of our 
concerns does not manage to hide individual particularities, 
and the expression of a group is not the same thing as ex- 
pression as a group.” And they proclaim the need for methodic 
doubt: science, they insist, cannot exist in a dogmatic frame- 
work. Therefore, one must make the separation between 

science and politics, even if that does not seem clear in the 
social sciences, and science, which cannot and must not put 
itself in the same category as those who take action, is : 
therefore compelled to be cwnstantly distanced from the 
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object of its study. They say that the notion of absolute 
knowledge is an impossible one and unattainable, and it is 
only at the expense of that notion that science can advance. 


[Question] You come from different perspectives, at least by training; what 
is it at the present time which makes you feel it is an opportune time to 
speak jointly in order to discuss the realm of science and carrying out 
"scholarly" work in Morocco? 


[Response] It is very difficult to speak of a community of thought, just as 
it is contradictory to say "we think"; it happens that at the present time our 
viewpoints on the realm of science converge, which is to say that among a 
majority of us the same feeling of dissatisfaction is being felt. The sphere 
of science is experiencing a double paradoxical sitaution. On the one hand, 
there is a total void in areas to which researchers do not venture to lay 
siege or that they scorn for different reasons. On the other hand, there is 
congestion which requires strict apportionment often on an id::ological basis; 
intellectuals give the impression of being permanently situated behind loop- 
holes maintaining continuous gunfire at phantom enemies (the intellectuals’ 
lines of fire are determined by their positions and not by that of the target 
which is moving). Moreover, a researcher finds himself in a state of total 
insecurity--that is to say, in a state of perpetual monologue. He is never 
certain that someone will answer him back. Intellectuals often fear debate; 
they are afraid to reveal their errors in front of others, because the field 
is divided up by ready-made truths and there is no place for new truths or 
errors. As soon as someone is no longer showing familiar colors, he becomes 
a man without a country. 


[Question] You are currently working on some theoretical research, a kind of 
reflection on scientific output in Morocco. What are the broad outlines of 
that research? 


[Answer] Research in Morocco, as it probably is elsewhere, is still too 
solidly theological and dogmatic, and it is developed from propositions con- 
sidered valid in advance. In characteristic fashion a proposition of that. 
kind, a kind of academic test effort, is called a thesis, which is a "body 

of theoretical propositions that one considers correct and undertakes to de- 
fend by arguments" (Robert). Whereas, one finds oneself faced with young-- 
and not so young--researchers who before they have had time to really examine 
the main points of an issue "drop a subject" (that is the expression used!) 
on the basis that the answer is, for the most part, already known. When one 
questions these researchers they make it known immediately that they do not 
have the slightest question regarding how well-founded their theses are but 
they show great concern about the methods they will have to follow in order 
to succeed in defending them. 


[Question] In other words, they have doubts as to the result.... 
[Answer] The problem goes much deeper and I think that they should not be 


held responsible for that attitude but that rather the whole academic system 
should be held responsible, a system which is more eager to appraise a 
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student's abilities to hold forth--that is, to manipulate rhetoric and ready- 
made ideas--than to really inquire, which is to say to discover, to break new 
ground, to combat generally accepted ideas, and so on. 


[Question] Is that because of a kind of respect for conventional ideas--hence, 
theses--protesting against present society, but they are just as dogmatic and 
conventional as the other ones. To put it quite simply: researchers, stu- 
dents, professors, activists, theoreticians, and intellectuals in general 

think that what they think is right. Whereas, the entire history of science 
and the history of mankind in general shows that people's thinking has always 
been wrong with respect to theory, and the question of showing that one's 
thinking is right does not hold any interest. What is important is to show, 

or to make it possible to show, why one's thinking is wrong. 


[Question] To your mind one should never put an idea forward as right--one 
should put it forward by showing that it is wrong. You must admit that that 
is a little disconcerting. What advancement is there in that action? 


[Answer] The question of the advancement of knowledge is a second stage of 
the problem; we will talk about it later on. I would like to make myself 
understood better on the first point. I am going to relate a little anec- 
dote, partly fictional. This was during a freewheeling evening discussion 
among friends. There was a banker, a politically active ‘journalist, and an 
engineer, and we were speaking in turn as one does in living rooms after 
eating and after drinking, each one going to put an end to the mistaken and 
wandering reasoning of the others with his own argument. I believe we were 
talking about the question of domination, and some were only mentioning the 
pernicious aspects of domination for those who are dominated while others 

were setting out only the advantages of domination for those same dominated 
ones. I don't have any idea any more what confused argument about the mutual 
advantages and drawbacks of such situations I was upholding. It doesn't mat- 
ter. But this habitual thing happened to me which has been occurring more 

and more often for several years. I suddenly saw myself speaking, I was 
listening to my words as if they were the words of somebody else, and then I 
began first to let my thoughts run counter to what I was saying and then to 
speak against what I had been saying. I was immediately winning on two counts: 
one was surprise, which in the art of rhetorical discourse always attracts at- 
tention--people wonder what trickery is behind it--, and then with respect to 
feeling secure, since saying that what I had been thinking was wrong, vague 
and still undefined--that made me feel at east. At that point I was confident 
of not being refuted, and besides I was discovering something: what, in 

fact, could I say that was truer than to say that what I had been saying was 
wrong? 


Going from having often been wrong over the years--living room conversations, 
presentations, courses, articles, and other talks--at that point I was basking 
in the mellow certitude of blissful intellectual comfort. The persons I was 
speaking with were fairly pleased at the start since I was acknowledging my 


errors and I had lost--conversation, as everybody knows, is also vital con- 
frontation--but they rejoicec a little too soon since I then asked them to do 
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like me and asked for them as well to tell us why they were wrong. I was 
saying: try to speak against yourself; tell us which arguments run counter 
to your thesis--what doesn't fit and what you are hiding from us wher you 
assert such-and-such a thing; let us into the kitchen of your mind sc we can 
see how you cook up ideas; from your vehemence it is clear to see that you 
yourselves do not believe absolutely in what you are supporting; please have 
the courtesy of presenting your doubts rather than your convictions to us. 
Since this was in good company, the game became really pleasant and I will 
venture to recommend it to all those interested by the idea and who are ready 
to introduce it when a conversation is getting too many guests heated up. 


[Question] So it is by people showing that their thinking is wrong and ex- 
plaining why they are mistaken that they advance knowledge--that they shine-- 
is that indeed what you mean? 


[Answer] On this level the categories of truth and error are no longer rele- 
vant; they can be applied to the extent that one accepts that one is in search 
of several truths and not of truth which becomes quickly transformed ‘into 
dogmatism, which is to say theory changed into absolute dogma. In the powers 
of dogma there are pernicious effects and heuristic effects. Mobilizing 
people means uniting them around ideas that are simple, strong, and useful 
ones for causes, in order to serve stated higher values. But dogma is also 
ossification of partial theory. Dogma as such is also theory, which is to say 
a comprehensive body of data which makes it possible for thinking to be or- 
ganized before that body of data is superseded again. Faced with an unusual 
body of unexplained data, a dogmatic theory--a theory which develops into 
dogma--provides a complete answer; it has answers for everything. But if a 
good dogma holds on long enough it allows one to make a close examination of 
most of its errors, such that when it collapses everything goes with it and 
its place remains pretty much empty so as to stimulate ninds in every direc- 
tion. Thus error, recognized as such, causes great steps to be taken. But 
toward what? Toward another error which has yet to be driven out. 


This is so much the case that true and false are perhaps not intrinsically 
interesting categories since there is only a single category: false! I sug- 
gest that "we seek to expose error" be put on the fronts of science build- 
ings. Since man cannot help thinking, speaking, and acting--since he gener- 
ates a general consensus and anti-establishment lines, and people become con- 
vinced that all of that is wrong--science, if it is aimed at something ulti- 
mate, could be the theoretical practice of invalidating false ideas. 


[Question] If science were only a series of successive errors, how does one 
explain technological progress? 


[Answer] No problem. A wrong theory can quite easily support a useful and 
even correct practice. For example, for thousands of years mankind thought 
that the sun revolved around the earth, with the obvious fact of the sun's 
daily movement as proof. The proposition "The sun revolves around the earth" 
was false. But the way of dividing up time, the way of dividing up a circle, 
sexagesimal arithmetic, geometry, and many other specific practices derive 
from that proposition and were carried on after the theory was shown to be 











to be  erronecus! Likewise the proposition "The earth turns around on itself 
and the sun is fixed" is erroneous: they each mcve in accordance with their 
own movements, and the relationship between those movements is, roughly 
speaking, the relationship which gives one < particular impression. 


This last proposition about relatiorships only has meaning outside our uni- 
verse. Fine, but at what relative speed is this being seen? and so forth. 
Thus one can have a series of temporarily satisfactory theses and dogmas fol- 
low one another. 


The relative nature of theories and the soundness of technological practices 
which result from them are easier to show for the social sciences. In that 
area, we cre terribly prehistoric, immersed in dogmatism and having very little 
perspective on our cwn thinking. Epistemology is the specific effort to 

create some distancing. 


For civilizations can certainly live with erroneous but socially very effective 
dogmas. The building of the pyramids in Egypt--those burial -cemples which fit 
into a theory of the beyond--might seem comical or absurd to us. Their con- 
struction required billions of hours of labor, convictions, technologies, 
heroism, dedication--that construction being evidence of at least a minimum 
sort of general consensus which lasted thousands of years around an idea which 
today we find false. However, the people of that time are highly esteemed by 
us; they were intelligent, and they made considerable progress in science and 
technology. Perhaps their dogmas were useful in the advance of arithmetic, 
geometry, and so on. This usefulness of dogmas even applies to history. Let 
us take for example Pirenne's thesis as to the European origins of feudal 
society. That thesis was discredited in our time and it has been shown to be 
wrong. However, it is there that its interest lies because that thesis played 
a fundamental role in the development of historical research in France. 


[Question] On the one hand, you say that we are always in error whatever we 
may do, and on the other you talk about progress--at that point I can still 
follow--but, on the one hand, you criticize dogmas on the basis of the er- 
rors they contain, however necessary those errors, and on the other you em- 
phasize the need for those dogmas. I confess getting a little lost. 


[Answer] There is progress to the extent that a new theory is inclusive of 

the preceding one and makes it possible to satisfy, even temporarily, the facts 

which invalidated that preceding theory. A theory is supposed to give a 

rational logical explanation of a set of known and rigorously acknowledged 

facts. For example, theory Tl is a theory which makes it possible to explain 

the series of facts Fi. If a theory T2 makes it possible to explain the entire 

Fl body of facts plus another series of facts--F2--which show deficiencies in 

Tl, I would say that T2 is progress relative to Tl, without being able, for e 
ill that, to assert that T2 is the Truth. 


But it is not enough to stop there, since T2 may well become transformed 
rapidly into dogma if in my expression of it I do not anticipate its being 
overtaken, which is to say anticipate the way of searching through which that 
theory could be invalidated. That is why I would say that T2 is all the more 











progressive in the event it expresses relativity. To go back to the example 
of the sun's movement, if before Galileo's time people had said: "We observe 
a movement of the sun from East to West; that can be due to one of two 
phenomena--the rotation of the sun or the rotation of the earth," Galileo 
would have succeeded earlier! One might further propose another better 
theory by saying "and/or" rather than "or," and yet other theories which I 

am not able to think of. 


In the social sciences we have an edifying example of the classic chicken-and- 
the-egg debate type in regard to the determination of ideas by material con- 
ditions and vice versa which has troubled so many "idealists" and "material- 
ists." These are spurious issues--they are important questions--but the 
answers contributed on both sides are definitely partial, biased and er- 
roneous, without our having been able to observe really genuine progress. 


The reason for this failure to make headway lies in the fact that people avoid 
defining the exact conditions under which it is necessary for them to observe 
and reflect--quite simply because there is no desire to relativize the answers 
which may well be obtained at the end of the research. 


[Question] You are aware that you are only pretending to search for truth 
and yet you search for it anyway. Isn't that a pretense that you are creat- 
ing for yourselves in order to give yourselves a feeling of security? 


[Answer] No, it is something much more solid than a pretense; it is perhaps 
the only certainty we have (the possibility of error or rather the strong 
probability of error). The truth is, our certainty is limited, and these 

are times, unfortunately, when mobilizing people on the basis of acknowledged 
errors can only be done either poorly or not at all. It is on the basis of 
real illusions that people can be rallied round (even if he who does the rally- 
ing is aware that the snake is only a stick). A real theory rarely attempts 

to explain; it serves as further justification for some despotism or other. 


I think that the separation of politics from science must be resolutely af- 
firmed. That would be the first epistemological advance in the sociai sciences 
of any importance. It should be pointed out that politics is an art--like 
cooking, painting, or dancing--whose justification is to be found only in re- 
sults and not in scientific rhetoric. What Melehi or Minoudi tell me about the 
way they do their paintings interests me only very slightly. The important 
thing is that they have sometimes succeeded in producing genuine works of 
art--by using completely objective techniques, of course, with tricks and 
formulas and styles which in the hanus of other artists would yield something 


else. 


Politics justifies itself not scientifically but only if it is responsible for 
successfully bringing in values, ethics, and affective or subjective benefits 


that men desire. Of course politics, like artists, must also take into ac- 
count objective facts and certain partial economic, psychological, socio- 
logical, etc., laws or theories, but those laws are not what the objectives of 


politics are based on. Those laws can only serve subjective goals---values.... 
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[Question] Such laws or theories, even partial ones as you have rightly 
termed, have yet to be enunciated by the social sciences. 


[Answer] The poverty of ideas of the social sciences must be acknowledged, 
especially the ones which relate to the particularly complex data on behavior, 
attitudes, beliefs and also organization. There are a few ideas--general ones, 
provisional ones--which sociologists stay clear of asserting because they are 
so highly debatable. In other words, there is not much room for dogma in 
sociology. 


That is the case quite simply because the dogmatic activity in the social 
science area develops elsewhere: in politics, in ideology, in law, in 

ethids, and so on. We sociologists feel slightly more at east; we know that 
we don't know anything. That is the result not of individual skills or 
talents--just the requirements for the establishment of sociological facts. 
There are so many factors, so many causes, so much effect, so much retroaction 
(feedback), so much artifact in sociological research that we are quite 
capable of poinging out invented, inconstant, fluctuating and unforeseen 

data, but all of that is almost impossible to sort out and very difficult to 
boil down. 


Secondly, sociology is barely emerging from ethics, from politics, from action. 
We attempt too often to answer questions which are too general and for which 

we only have very little by way of well established and reliable material. 
Conventional wisdom, which is to say Bouvard and Pecuchet, dominates the 

stage. And furthermore, established authorities (which are established only 
because they hide things) are not very well disposed to foster such an in- 
evitably destabilizing discipline. That does not mean that the interior 
ministries of all countries in the world dispense with sociology; on the con- 
trary, they love it. but they love it "homemade," which means "at their ser- 
vice."" Moreover, in this connection many of them are on the wrong track. 
Soetology which serves authority best is the kind which is independent, because 
that is the only kind which discovers things. The cleverest regimes get them- 
selves some fairly anti-establishment sociologists to produce little known 
data, provided that the sociologists are able to write obscurely enough in 
scientific language s that only the rulers--rulers of all persuasions--can use 
their product. 


Thirdly, societies--sociological phenomena--are historical phenomena which 
have a memory. Things which happened once never happen exactly the same way 
a second time, if only because certain actors remember them and because the 
other casual factors have changed. A single cause is never the reason for a 
sociological phenomenon. 


Fourthly. theories--"laws"--or rather let us say constants--sociological repeti- 
tions--are true only within narrow margins and only if one could separate out 
many factors which operate simultaneously. For example, does inequality pro- 
mote innovation? You will find people who say that inequality curbs entre- 
preneurial desire and others who, on the contrary, maintain the opposite. It 

is likely that excessive inequality does, in fact, discourage entrepreneurial 
desire, but it is also possible for the search for perfect equality to bring 
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activity to a halt. Whereas, just about everyone at all times and in all 
places advocates legal equality, and fairly commonly puts up with a certain 
degree of de facto inequality. In that case, in terms of propositions: 
"what degree of effectively tolerated inequality encourages maximum innova- 
tion?" or also "what is the minimum amount of inequality which does not stop 
innovation?", all other things being equal, which is never possible. Now 
then, concerning these questions, there are a few pieces of research and 
little or nothing by way of genuinely acceptable measures, which is to say 
there are repetitive sermons. So, with these ingredients--pepper, salt, 
water and rice--over a slow or fast heat, politicians can always prepare a 
more or less insipid or highly-seasoned dish to the public's satisfaction. 


Fifthly...but I'm not going to give my course and go back over ideas ex- 
tensively debated from Socrates to Popper. If I mention those great names 
it is only by way of saying that these are debates which are very old and 
eternally new. I am only a provincial popularizer who, at a particular 
moment in the history of this country's academic and university community, 
is pondering what the most important thing to say is. 


The social sciences are ina state of crisis. They have always been; it is 
just that a little too much has been asked of them because of entropy.... 


[Question] Entropy? 


[Answer] Entropy was, to start with, a concept in thermodynamics, but it has 
heuristic value far beyond physics, The concept is that organizations are 
never as well ordered as at the time they are created. Immediately afterwards 
deterioration begins. It is a little like Al's cap in Steinbeck's "The Grapes 
of Wrath." Al has just bought a new cap, he puts it on his head, and Steinbeck 
writes that starting from that point the cap begins to break down. Special- 
ists in thermodynamics say that order moves toward disorder. In sociology 
there is not a very good awareness of what disorder is. Politicians have an 
excellent awareness of it. Order is their own order; disorder is the order of 
others! Take a look at Poland, for example. All this is a sociological 
opinion; one might almost say that it is a theory, partly right and partly 
wrong. Now then, we are in the midst of a period of breakdown for dogmatic 
systems; that means that there are new ones being constitutec, but one per- 
ceives the disorder of the former rather than the rising order of the others. 
When there is a breaidown in theories, dogmas, and doctrines, it is normal for 
political science and sociology as well as philosophers, ideologists and pro- 
phets to be strongly appealed to, so that they can say what ordered systems 
are in the process of rising up. 


[Ouestion] But to get back to research in the social sciences, in Morocco.... 


(Answer] Researchers must restrict their aims to the detailed, precise, 
specific, thorough study of Limited phenomena and follow up on conventional 
wisdom, generally accepted ideas, doctrines, and dogmas through continuous 
criticism of the facts and theories which comprise those categories, are in- 
cluded in them, and make them relative. I am not saying that this is what 
must always be urged. If research in Morocco were too isolated, dispersed, 











and microscopic in scope, one would have to encourage researchers toward more 
general assessment; but it is really the opposite we are suffering from. We 
do not know much about the country and society. How then are we to make 
syntheses?... 


Of course, imperfect syntheses provide understanding as well.... Here too my 
thinking is probably wrong! 


[PHOTO CAPTION, p 19] (Reflections on doors which have been open for quite a 
long time but which must absolutely be prevented from closing again) 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


ANIMAL RESOURCES BUDGET--The total amount earmarked for the departments of ani- 
mal resources, in the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, in the development 
budget for 1982-83 fiscal year has reached 12.79 million pounds. Of this amount 
7,267,000 pounds have been earmarked for the livestock and meat marketing pro- 
ject in the Public Corporation for Marketing Livestock and Meat and 3,877,000 
pounds for the projects of the Public Corporation for Animal Production. These 
projects include dairy products in the north of al-Jazarah, the fodder plant in 
Khartoum, and chicken production. The rest (about 2 million pounds) will be 
used for the special projects of the animal production studies and services 
departments, veterinary laboratories and research, the fight against infectious 
diseases, veterinary services, fish, and marine biology. [Text] [Khartoum 
AL-AYYAM in Arabic 13 Jul 82 p 1] 


CSO: 4504/437 
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SYRIA 


PAPER COMMENTS ON SHULTZ' STATEMENTS 
PMO31603 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 27 Jul 82 p l 
[Editorial: '"Shultz' Statements Confirm U.S. Collusion in Invasion" ] 


[Text] The United States is concerned with maintaining Israel's qualitative 
superiority over all the Arabs put together; it is also concerned with 
providing the materials for every Israeli war which any Israeli Government 
may decide to wage. This is the essence of new Secretary of State George 
Shultz’ statements; it has been the same constant strategy in U.S. policy 
since even before Reagan and Carter. 


But the fact that these statements come at a time when the structure of 
international peace is being shaken because of Israei's war of genocide in 
Lebanon leads to the conclusion, reached by all political observers, that 
Shultz meant to say that the United States is a partner of Israel in its 
Nazi war and also in its violation of human values and disregard for world 
peace. 


The fact that Shultz’ statements coincide with the anxiety felt in Zionist 
quarters following the Syrian warning to Israel confirms that the United 
States wishes to promote its arms at the expense of humanity having turned 
the Middle East into a proving ground for everything produced by the criminal 
mentality of the U.S. war factories. 


If Shultz" statements about Israeli qualitative superiority are intended 

to intimidate Syria or implicitly to serve as a warming to Syria on behalf 
of the Zionist command, then we do not think that he is better informed than 
the U.S. expert on Soviet affairs who warmed Washington against going alone 
with the Israeli claims, for indeed Syria did not use its effective weapons. 


But Syria's care for peace in the area and throughout the world does not 
mean that it should stand idly by in the face of the crime that Israel is 
perpetrating with the backing of the U.S. administration. 


Perhaps Gen Alexander Haig's successor is going too far in venturing such 
statements. He is exploiting a temporary [adverse] Arab situation which 
will not last forever. This situation will not last as it will change under 
the dictates of the need to preserve the Arab nation and its people. 
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Shultz knows that his country was divided before it became a superpower. 
He is also aware that U.S. hegemony over a divided Europe has begun to 
collapse because the Europeans are not "U.S. servants." 


Therefore, the U.S. involvement in the one-upmanship of death and destruction 
is not the road to peace. Israel knows well the truth about the statements 
made by the Syrian military official. Israel also knows that the Arabs 

can fight for another 109 years. But the U.S. secretary of state must 
realize that his statements will be taken seriously when Arab action 

against the United States and its mainstays in the area is considered. 


89 











SYRIA 


CHIEF OF STAFF ADDRESS OF ARMY ENGINEERS CLASS 
JNO51752 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1615 GMT 5 Aug 82 


[Excerpts] Under the patronage of President Hafiz al-Asad, the commander 

in chief of the army and armed forces, the fourth class of students graduated 
today from the al-Asad Academy for Military Engineering in Aleppo. This 

class is named after martyr engineer Riyad Abu Mughdib. Gen Himat al-Shihabi, 
chief of staff of the army and armed forces, deputized for the president. 


During a speech at the graduation ceremony, al-Shihabi conveyed greetings 
from President Hafiz al-Asad who wished the graduates success in carrying 
out their noble duties and in facing the fierce Zionist-imperialist onslaught 
against Syria and the Arab nation. 


Al-Shihabi said that the facts of the savage Nazi-Zionist invasion cf 
fraternal Lebanon prove that the United States is a full partner in this 
invasion. He said: Syria has taken a pan-Arab position on this issue 

ever since the first hours of the invasion. Our forces rushed to confront 
the Zionist forces, inflict heavy losses in men :nd equipment and prevent 
them from realizing their aims. This forced eneny ieaders and generals to 
admit the efficiency and ability of the Syrian fighters and their high resolve 
to fight. Syria fought and will fight in defense of the Lebanese territory 
and the Arab dignity whereas the regimes of treason and agentry in some 

Arab capitals only pay lipservice and issue statements of condemnation 

and denunciation. These regimes attempted to tarnish the image of the 
Syrian Arab Army and its martyrs who used their blood on the Lebanese 
territory. All these campaigns of confusion will not benefit these regimes. 
On the contrary, these campaigns have increased Syria's determination to 
remain steadfast and to carry out the sacred pan-Arab duty to which it has 
devoted itself. 


Al-Shihabi affirmed that Syria will continue to be the main stumbling block 
in the face of the Camp David plot and its agents. He urged the graduates 
to continue enhancing their skill and knowledge in using and maintaining 
the advanced weapons and te draw from it the maximum benefit in order to 
face the modern U.S. technology which has been placed at the disposal of 


the enemy. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


LAWYERS OPPOSE MEETING IN CAIRO--The Syrian Lawyers Conference has opposed 
holding a meeting of the permanent office of the Arab Lawyers Federation 

in Cairo because it is not a suitable place for this meeting. The regime 

of Husni Mubarak, the lawyers said, is a major partner in the treasonous 

Camp David plot and is raising the Israeli flag over the land of Egypt, 

thus desecrating the Egyptian soil with the Star of David which is stained 
with the blood of our men, women and children. A statement by the conference 
said that such a meeting would not result in any pan-Arab stand against the 
treasonous Camp David agreements or confront the Zionist invasion especially 
since the meeting would be chaired by the authorities of the Egyptian regime 
which has close relations with the racist Zionist entity and the U.S. 
administration, the enemy of peoples and freedom in the world. The conference 
urged the Syrian Lawyers Association to exert efforts toward taking a 

serious stand commensurate with the threats facing the Arab homeland. 

[Text] [JNO52011 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1915 GMT 5 Aug 82] 
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TUNISIA 


OPPOSITION PAPER ATTRIBUTES CRITICISM OF PARTY TO MZALI 
Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 25 Jun 82 p 3 


[Text] Ineffectuality: "The (Destourtan) Party is ineffectual because it has 
brought together the loaters and the opportunists. The Central Committee is 
weak because its members are not chosen from among the base; rather, they are 
chosen by the members of the Political Bureau." 


This is what the secretary general of the Destourian Party said at a meeting of 
the Central Committee. n making reference to the disease, he referred to the 
remedy and said: "The change requires the abandonment of sectarianism and nar- 
row loyalties and only in this way will new capabilities come to the fore." 





Let them speak: Thus, the secretary ,eneral of the party called upon his 
colleagues in the Political Bureau, who were speaking at the meetings of the 
Political Bureau and enthusiastically voicing thetr positions, to speak out 
and express their position before the members of the Central committee so that 
their positions are clear. 


The "pleasant" tune: A woman representine the area of Jundubah spoke and 
affirmed that the country is still underdeveloped and that it is not "ripe" 
for pluralism. Those who listened to this tune found in it a trace of the 
former party director who enjoys--or enjoyed--good relations with the area of 
Jundubah. 


The counterecho: But this tune did not meet with a favorable echo despite the 
fact that it was emanating from . gentle voice. 


Mongi Kaabi responded, demanding the general legislative amnesty and pluralism 
and atfirming that the salvation and strength of the country require them. 


The third "theory": Between this view and that, a third \ 1e prominent 
in the Central Committee saying: Pluralism is not the pro « the party, 
rather it is the problemof the government. 


Where were they when "voices" were proclaiming: "The party is the state and 


the state is the party?" 
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TUNISIA 


MUP NATIONAL COUNCIL DISCUSSES POLITICAL, ECONOMIC ISSUES, INTERNAL 
POLICIES 


Tunis LE MAGHREB in French No 56, 15 May 82 pp 26, 27 
[Article by L. A.: "Establishing Alignment With Respect to the Bensalhists"] 


[Text] The MUP [Popular Unity Movement] held its National Council in the 
Sahel (at Kalaa Kebira) on Sunday 9 May 1982 on the large patio of an Arab- 
style public building which was covered by awnings for the occasion in 
anticipation of possible rain. 


While the National Council of September 1981 debated the modalities and 
conditions for participation in the November 1981 legislative elections, iast 
Sunday's Council was supposed to have evaluated them and entered three major 
points in its agenda: the political report, the report on the activity of 
the newspaper AL-WAHDAH and the structuration of the movement. 


The audience was principally composed of young people (among whom were an 
appreciable number of high school students, college students and workers). 


After having given a historical sketch (the MUP lawsuit in 1977, the events 

of 1978, the 1980 Gafsa movements, etc.) in its preamble, the political 

report dealt with the country's present rolitical situation from two different 
angles. "The rise of popular struggles" on one hand and "consolidation of 
power" on the other. 


Characterizing the economic, social and political situation prevailing in the 
country, the report emphasized the youth problem, the farm workers’ 
destitution, the inflation of prices, the aggravation of unemployment, the 
imbalances in foreign trade relations, the rural exodus, the housing crisis, 
the deficiency of the medical system, the inefficiencies of the education 
system which is characterized by specialization, the lack of national education 
and the renewal of violence (especially at the university) which, according to 
the report, is due to the lack of a representative character in the student 
body. 


As for the "so-called opening", it is clearly in retreat. The proof: the 
discharge of the militia leaders, the increased tendencies toward armament, 
the perenniality of anti-constitutional laws, the enrollment attempts of the 














UGTT [Tunisian General Federation of Labor] (through the national front), in 
addition to the trials and imprisonment of Islamists. Because of this, the 
opening is suffering frcm truncated measures (manquhah). 


As for the evaluation of participation in the legislative elections, the 
militant MUP'ists feel that the anticipated objectives were attained, namely 
to make the movement known on the national scale and to take a step toward 
legal recognition. 


The leaders of the movement also urged the militants to become aware of and 
to study the basic texts which constitute the general platform of the 
movement, including the Manifesto which appeared in 1975 and the Charter 

of Democratic Freedoms. 


Second phase: Jalel Azzouna and Med Daoued Laani, the movers behind MUP (II), 
presented a report on the activity of the newspaper AL-WAHDAH. This activity 
is characterized by problems of a financial, technical and distribution 
nature. As for the general line adopted by the newspaper, there is not basic 
objection. Then it was the rank-and-file's turn to speak on several issues, 
national as well as iuternational, ideological as well as political. 


The speeches were varied. This shows that MUP (II) is criss-crossed by 
different currents of ideas. Some emphasized the necessity of clearly opting 
for Arab unity; others, for the unity of the Maghreb. The speeches also 
centered on the refusal to participate in the national election and in any 
kind of national coalition government. 





Still others took the provisional committee (the leadership, of course) to 
task--to be sure, in moderate terms--for having called 1956 an “attainment” 
and emphasized the necessity of taking a firm position with regard to 
imperialism whether American or Soviet. 


In their responses to these different speeches, the leaders of the MUP 

(Med Bel Amor, Jalel Azouna, Mahmoud Tounsi, Mounir Kachoukh) informed the 
rand-and-file that the movement's program was being written and that at the 
proper moment, it would be disseminated to the rank-and-file to be critiqued 
and adapted in a definitive form. For this the leadership's report to the 
rank-and-file would have to be improved with a view to better consultation 
and participation by rank-and-file militants, especially in the regions. 

It was a question of regularizing meetings and organizing periodic contacts 
with a view to debating everything that is not yet settled. 


Here the MUP leaders insisted on continuing the work of structuring the 
movement (by sectors and regions) in order to better coordinate the different 
components of the movement. 


Med Bel Haj Amor centered his speech on three points. On the internal level, 
MUP must establish its alignment with respect to the "bensalhistes" and ensure 
its material, ideological and organizational independence. On the level of 
relations with the opposition movements, MUP will always respect the other 
political trends on the condition that they observe the same attitude. As for 
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the position with respect to power, Bel Haj Amor denied having any official 
political relationship whatever with anyone. 


At the end of the national council the final motion was adopted by the entire 
assembly. Among other things it considers that only a socialist policy which 
has progressive content and guarantees socialist liberties and works for 

social justice, will save the country from its crises. The motion also calls 
for the promulgation of a general amnesty for the abolition of unconstitutional 
laws and decrees (including the press law and the laws on strikes), the 
abolition of emergency courts, and the establishment of a constitutional 
council, the task of which would be to conform laws and decrees to the 

clauses of the constitution. 


It should be noted that the National Council appealed to all progressive 
forces to unite their efforts with a view to forming a progressive front or 
rally. In this context, negotiations seem to be in progress between certain 
Leftist trends and the MUP. 
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TUNISIA 


OPPOSITION, LIBERALIZATION, TRADE, FOREIGN RELATIONS DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 284, 31 Jul 82 pp 30, 31 


(Interview with Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali by Mohamed Rafrafi: ''Tunisia's Prime 
Minister Mzali Tells AL-~MUSTAQBAL, ‘We Will Break Relations with the United 
States if the Arabs Agree Unanimously That We Do So' "; date and place not specified] 


[Text] 'Our achievements do not constitute heresy. We can- 
not restore Tunisia to pre-1956 conditions." 

"We would prefer that improvements in our relations with 
Libya occur gradually." 

"The only problem we have with Algeria has to do with our 
position on the Sahara." 

"The European Market does not honor the agreement we have 
with it because Arab markets remain closed to each other for 
political reasons." 


Two years after he became prime minister, that is, 2 years after the cnset of 
political liberalization, AL-MUSTAQBAL is interviewing Prime Minister Mohamed 
Mzali to ask him a few questions about what has been accomplished and what will 
be accomplished in the areas of politics and economics. AL-MUSTAQBAL will ask 
questions about Tunisia's relations with the outside world and about its position 
on the gravity of what is happening on the Palestinian and Lebanese scenes. 


‘Question] A few weeks ago President Bourguiba stated that the victories of the 
Destourian party had not created enemies, but that they had rather created 
rivals. [President Bourguiba also said] that democracy meant that "the minority 
was to yield to the majority's decision."" Do we take this to mean that the 
president was referring to the opposition in Tunisia? And is this opposition the 
minority that is supposed to yield to the decision of the majority? In what 
context is it to yield to that decision? What is the future of the opposition 2 
years after the liberalization that you have established? 


-Answer| Yes, we have our rivals, and I believe they are a minority. It is on 
the basis of this premise that the president thinks that the minority have to 
take the majority's opinion into account. However, the minority is entitled to 
pursue its activities in the hope that it may one day become a majority. This is 
the norm in life and in politics. Thus, we are still preparing the climate, as 
you yourself have stated we've been doing for 2 years, wherein others will be 
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able to express their opinions in newspapers, at meetings and in the context of 
authorized activities. There are recognized parties, and there are parties that 
are actually active. The day may come when the president and the government would 
decide to make these parties legal. But this will be in the context of a national 
honor agreement which the president spoke about at the party's recent emergency 
congress. Among its requirements, this agreement requires that movements, organi- 
zations and parties be financially independent of outside forces and that they 
adhere to the constitution and to the law. A democratic course also requires that 
the existence of a sense of responsibility be the only understanding for freedom. 
This includes freedom of the press, which we believe in. To adhere to the 
agreement of honor newspapers must avoid printing false news. Freedom does not 
mean that everyone can say anything and behave in any manner. Nevertheless, we 
have recognized many newspapers. We have denied many newspapers authorization to 
publish, and we will authorize others to publish. Hence the debate between the 
majority and the minority is a vital debate. A majority cannot remain a majority 
forever, but at the present time, it is the Destourian party that represents the 
majority. Therefore, the Destourian party is the only legal party. This is what 
history has decreed. Thanks to Bourguiba and his nistorical stature the party has 
been enriched in political terms and in human terms as well. People are still 
attached to their president and to their party. Even some members of the 
opposition are themselves products of the president and offshoots from the party, 
but they left the party for reasons that are too lengthy to explain here. It is 
not conceptual or ideological choices that have set them apart from us. 


‘Question| You are not of course referring to the communist party whose ban you 
have lifted, [or are you]? 


Answer] Certainly [not], because this party follows a different agenda. 


[Question] What about the Arab Nationalist Rally [RNA] and the Islamic Tendency 
Movement (| MTI ]? 


'Answer| These are newcomers to the scene. They are a group of young people. I 
was referring to people who have some political stature. 


(‘Question| But political pluralism stipulates that intellectual pluralism, which 
does in fact exist--Arab thought, communist thought and Islamic thought--be taken 
into account. Consequently, the party pluralism that you intend to establish 
would be meaningful. 


Answer| The communist movement is an existing and a recognized movement. There 
is also a movement that has not yet come together: the Arab National Movement. It 
is known that we consider ourselves nationalists too, but the other movement... 


Question}; Are you referring to the Islamic Movement? 


Answer | Yes. I personally stay away from the activities of the Islamic 
Movement. I consider myself a Muslim, and I subscribe to the tenets of Isiam. 


(Question) But the Islamic Movement is a political movement and not just a reli- 
ZLlOUS ONC...e. 
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Answer | It is a matter of semantics that makes us describe a movement as 
political. Consequently, anyon: who would disagree politically with that movement 
would be considered a heretic and an atheist by the followers of the movement. 
The principal problem lies in the question of violence. When proponents of this 
movement advocated virtue and forbad evil, we encouraged them. However, some 
members of the movement infringed upon the president: they insulted him in 
mosques and at gatherings, and they encouraged violence inside and outside the 
university. People who espouse violence as one of their principles cannot be 
considered representatives of a movement. [By the : ne token] we cannot regard 
our achievements in liberating women, standardizing .aws and other such accom- 
plishments a sort of heresy. We cannot go back to the Tunisia that existed before 
1956. Not even young people would accept that. 


[Question] What about your position on the Arab Nationalist Rally (RNA)? 


‘Answer} All I know is that a good citizen who works as an attorney asked for a 
permit to publish a newspaper. And one of these days he may get that permit. I 
personally have no problem with giving him this permit on the basis of the 
agreement that I spoke to you about. However, inquiries must be made because 
applications of this kind are numerous. We must find out whether [having numerous 
newspapers] would be a good thing and a blessing [for us] or not. Having too many 
newspapers could lead to problems such as those which happened in Lebanon, and we 
would then not know to whom a newspaper belonged and for whose benefit it was 
being published. 


'Question] What about the Popular Unity Movement (MUP)? 


_Answer} It exists. 


' Question | I mean what about the faction that is led from abroad by Ahmed Ben 
Salah? 


| Answer | We've said what we think about this matter. This person, Ahmed Ben 
Salah, escaped from prison under certain conditions. He is welcome to return if 
he wants to. The only problem that exists is that which has to do with settling 
his status with the court. 


Question) In your statement to the National Assembly about the sixth 5-Year 
Plan you stated that achieving the objectives of the plan was subject to 
achieving the economic reforms which you described as fundamental. The oppo-- 
sition, however, thinks that the economic aim of the plan precludes the possi- 
bility of a fundamental change. In the opposition's opinion that fundamental 
change would begin by granting a general amnesty and giving legal sanction to 
opposite points of view. 


Answer} The question of a general amnesty has been blown out of proportion. The 
president had already issued a law about a special amnesty. Today the rights of 
1,200 citizens have been restored, especially the rights of trade union members 
who have returned to their organization. I personally see no relationship between 
the plan and a general amnesty. 


Question] It was [members of | the opposition that set general amnesty as the 
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condition for their participation in the plan in an advisory capacity. That was 
accompanied by a petition that was signed by 25,000 persons, and it was published 
by AL-RA'Y. 


| Answer | There will always be a group setting conditions such as getting stu- 
dents out of prison, releasing the leaders of trade unions and releasing Achour 
from his emergency detention. All this has happened. Now this group is calling 
for a general amnesty. If that amnesty were granted tomorrow, this group would 
look for another condition. It would ask the government, for example, to abandon 
its position to this group. This is not reasonable. Why don't we consider first 
of all the people and their problems, such as employment and tax reform? The 
opposition, as well as journalists and correspondents, ought to be interested in 
more important matters. The question is not one of amnesty or one of publishing a 
newspaper. This is a question of capabilities: it is a question of concentrating 
efforts and a question of closing ranks even if there were secondary differences. 
This is how matters stand in the Third World. We have distributed 450 million 
Tunisian milliemes to workers cultivating land that belongs to the state; that 
was their share of the profits. Isn't this more than any socialist state has 
offered? Why does the opposition ignore something like that, for example, and pay 
attention only to the general amnesty question or to other questions such as the 
conflict between one minister and another? [The opposition is interested,] for 
example, in who will be the successor: will it be Ahmed Mestiri, official of the 
Movement of Socialist Democrats (MDS) or Ahmed Ben Salah, official of the Popular 
Unity Movement? Members of some movements are saying they will not contribute to 
development unless they take part in government. They should say that quite 
openly without equivocation. 


'Question] With regard to the Israeli invasion of Lebanon Tunisia assumed a firm 
diplomatic position vis a vis the United States and its support for the aggres- 
sion. This position went so far as to suggest that the Tunisian ambassador might 
be recalled from Washington if Israel's aggression and America's support for it 
were to continue. Can Tunisia by itself break diplomatic relations with the 
United States? 


‘Answer} Tunisia would not find such a position difficult, especially if the PLO 
requested it, and provided that the decision to break diplomatic relations with 
the United States were a unanimous Arab decision. We have not yet seen a unified 
Arab position, and we find this painful. It undermines the Arabs and particularly 
the Palestinian Revolution. I hope the Arabs will soon realize that it is 
necessary to assume a position before it is too late. This position that we are 
referring to is that of applying pressure on Israel and especially on Israel's 
friends. To be more specific, the United States, which has clout and influence 
with Israel, is to be persuaded that its interests, the interests of the West in 
general and the interests of peace in the area in particular require that Israel 
not be allowed to pursue its barbaric behavior against the Palestinian and the 
Lebanese people while the world stands still. Today we think that the best stance 
is a collective one. Therefore Tunisia is placing its vote and its efforts both 
today and tomorrow alongside the Revolution. Tunisia can thus help the Revolution 
and ward off the danger that is threatening it. I personally am not afraid for 
the Palestinian Revolution because it has a body and a soul. Parts of its body 
may be wounded, but its spirit will remain alive. Therefore no matter how deter- 
mined the enemy is to murder and exterminate [the followers of] the Palestinian 
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Revolution, [Israelis] will not be able to harm the revolution in the immediate 
future; nor will they be able to harm it anytime between the immediate and the 
long term future. 


'Question}] Tunisia still has relations with the Europe's Common Market. What has 
Tunisia gained from these relations? What is the background of the crisis that 
recently befell the relationship between Tunisia and this market? 


_Answer| We have an agreement with the European Market that was signed in 1975. 
This agreement is one of mutual interests. Quite frankly, however, the European 
party, which is economically and financially more powerful, did not honor all the 
terms of this agreement. Therefore, you will find that occasionally we have 
difficulties, especially with regard to two important matters. 


The first has to do with marketing a quantity of ready-to-wear clothing, and this 
is not new. 


The second matter has to do with marketing olive oil. 


We still have that problem. We negotiate every year, and we reach an inadequate 
solution that we think is the lesser of two evils. Therefore, we told our fellow 
Algerians and Moroccans that they will have to take a united position at the mee- 
ting of Arab ministers of the economy, which was held last September, so that we 
can induce Europe to adopt the position of the greater Arab Maghreb. As long as 
our Arab economy remains unintegrated and as long as Arab markets remain closed 
to each other for political or bureaucratic reasons, Europe will always actually 
be stronger. 


(Question] What about the role played by the Tunisian-Moroccan committee in this 
matter? 


Answer] We prepared a joint report, and we gave it to the Tunisian and Moroccan 
ambassadors in Brussels. They will [in turn] deliver it to those who are 
concerned. 


(_Question] Which European party has more influence on Tunisia's relations with 
the market? 


‘Answer|] France does, as far as textiles are concerned, and Italy, as far as oil 
is concerned. This is because France considers the importation of fabrics, that 
is, ready-to-wear clothing, [a factor that is] exacerbating its unemployment 
problem, especially in northern France. 


And Italy considers Tunisia's olive oil a commodity that competes with its own 
olive oil. 


| Question] Observers think that developments in the rapprochement between 
Tunisia and Libya have not been adequate. 


Answer] We would prefer that the development and the improvement take place in 
Stages and gradually. 
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| Question | It's been noticed that relations with Algeria have been relatively 
lukewarm for almost half a year. What is the reason for that? 


[Answer] Our colleague Abdelghani was supposed to pay us a visit last February, 
but he did not come because of domestic reasons in Algeria. Cooperation exists in 
Addis Ababa. Naturally, this [situation] has its influence, but I wish there were 
no influence. Our position is neutral and fundamental. We want normal relations 
with Algeria and with Morocco. It is in the interests of Algerians and Moroccans 
that we be neutral so we can make a contribution to the effort to bring us closer 
together and to devise solutions [to our common problems |. However, I believe 
that these relations are only slightly and are temporarily lukewarm. In fact, the 
word, lukewarm, is an exaggerated description of the situation. I have constant 
telephone communicacions with my Algerian colleague. Therefore, relations are not 
lukewarm, but there are Algerian questions about our position which will become 
clearer in time. 
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TUNISIA 


ARAB POLICY ON U.S., OPPOSITION RELATIONS DISCUSSED 


Paris AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 244, 26 Jul 82 pp 28, 29 


[Interview with Minister of Information Tahar Belkhodja by Hassunah al-Misbahi: 
"Tahar Belkhodja Tells AL-DUSTUR, ‘History Will Not Forgive the Arabs for Their 
Silence about What Is Happening in Lebanon' "; date and place not specified] 


[Text | Mr Tahar Belkhodja, Tunisia's minister of information is a member of the 
post-—independence Destourian party. He is described by some people as the "par- 
ty's rebel."' Belkhodja was dismissed from his political positions on numerous 
occasions because his opinions and positions sometimes contradicted the general 
line of the Destourian Socialist party. In the late sixties Belkhodja was 
imprisoned because of his opposition to Ahmed Ben Salah's socialist policy. At 
that time some of his opponents had accused him of plotting to overthrow the 
regime. In 1977 Belkhodja opposed Nouira's inflexible policy, and he confronted 
Mohamed Sayah, who was then the president of the party. Sayah was then advocating 
the need to fight trade unions and the opposition "to preserve the dignity of the 
party and the state.'' When Mr Mohamed Mzali became prime minister, he appointed 
Belkhodja minister of information. At the present time Belkhodja is considered 
one of the most important politicians [in Tunisia]. He is an enthusiastic 
advocate of the "liberalization" policy, and he supports the need for the 
existence of other political movements in addition to the Destourian Socialist 
party. The most important points of the dialogue AL-DUSTUR conducted with Mr 
Tahar Belkhodja were: Tunisia's Arab policy; Tunisia's positions on the Lebanese 
and Palestinian question; Tunisia's relations with her neighbors, with political 
movements and with the opposition in Tunisia; and the problem of democracy. 


(Question] Mr Minister, let us begin first with the present Arab situation be- 
cause it is a serious one. Many people, especially those who say that Tunisia 
does not have an Arab policy, have been surprised by the numerous positions that 
Tunisia has recently assumed on what is happening in Lebanon and in the Middle 
East in general. This is the question: Is there a new Arab policy in Tunisia, or 
do recent positions -ustrate a policy that has been in existence but has not 
had an opportunity to come out? 


'Answer] The political positions of the Tunisian government on current Arab con- 
ditions have been bold. This is because the principal Arab question--and I mean 
the question of Palestine--has reached a level of seriousness that requires 
boldness, courage and clarity. Most people know that Tunisia has always abided by 
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clear principles in its policy. These principles are mutual respect and solida- 
rity with our brothers, based not on emotions, but rather on candor, truth and a 
sense of responsibility. In past years this policy has caused Tunisia to have 
some disputes with Arab countries. But I believe that the present stage requires 
that we overcome all these differences and all these struggles. It is normal for 
one's opinions and positions to vary, and it is normal that one's policies should 
differ. But it is not normal for Arabs to ignore their central question, the 
Palestinian question. The struggle against Israel requires Arab solidarity and 
expedient actions that are comparable to the expedient statements that are being 
made. There must also be tolerance. For if we continue to fight and to struggle 
among ourselves, we will never be able to achieve victory over our enemy. The 
Palestinian Revolution has demonstrated steadfastness and courage which Arab 
regimes have not shown. Palestinians preferred death to surrender. This is a 
lesson; it is a major lesson for all Arabs. Here in Tunisia we wanted to respond 
appropriately to the suffering of the Palestinian and Lebanese people. We will 
not stand hand tied in front of one of the most horrible crimes of this century. 
There have been numerous actions on all levels ever since events [in Lebanon] 
began. President Bourguiba called upon Arab presidents and kings to put an end to 
all their differences and devote their attention to the Palestinian question. 
Time goes by quickly, and history will not forgive the Arabs for their silence 
about what is happening in Lebanon. We here in Tunisia think that the time has 
come for reconsidering numerous things so that the Arabs can be in step with the 
age ana respond appropriately to the questions they are facing. Tunisia has not 
changed its policy; Tunisia adjusts its policy according to conditions. Our 
policy is an Arab policy, and it can be nothing but an Arab policy. We respect 
the people and the leaders of confrontation countries, and as they say, they have 
a better understanding of their situation than we do. Therefore, we do not make 
hasty judgments, and we never judge anyone. I believe that the summit meeting 
which President Bourguiba has called for around the middle of this month is an 
expression of our loyalty to the Palestinian question, our devotion to Arab 
causes and our concern for ending all disputes that are impeding Arab solidarity 
and Arab unity. 


[Question] Political observers are talking these days about the possibility that 
relations between Tunisia and the United States may change because of what is 
happening in Lebanon. Does this change mean a break in diplomatic relations for 
example? 


_Answer} Relations between Tunisia and the United States have always been based 
on mutual respect. The United States has always respected Tunisia and its posi- 
tions, and Tunisia has maintained good relations with the United States, relying 
on the so-called global reality. For the United States is a superpower and can 
influence events everywhere in the world. This does not mean, however, that we 
are subordinate to the United States or to any other country. This time we 
declared quite openly that we were not in agreement with the United Stetes, and 
we also condemned the U.S. veto. President Bourguiba sent two letters to Presi- 
dent Reagan declaring our opposition to the United States' anti-Arab policy. At 
the same time, we asked U.S. officials to stop their support for Israel because 
that support was causing serious damage to world peace. I believe that in the 
future our positions will be consistent with those of the principal question, 
that is, the Palestinian question. We have not given up hopeon the fact that U.S. 
policy might change, but at the same time, we remain vigilant in facing all 
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challenges. As Arabs, we will always assume those positions that will be dictated 
to us by our conscience and our people. 


| Question | Observers of Tunisia's foreign policy notice that Tunisia has two 
policies: one policy for the United States and the countries of the gulf and 
Saudi Arabia, and another for Europe--France in particular--and the countries 
that have been called the Steadfastness and Opposition Front countries. Have 
these two policies been agreed upon by the ruling regime or do they illustrate 
contradiction and conflict within the system of government? 


_Answer | Political principles require that any state deal with the political 
realities of the regior and of the world. In Tunisia we decided a long time ago 
to deal with all people and with all countries--eastern or western--%n the basis 
of our general interests. We've also taken advantage of existing conflicts 
between the eastern camp and the western camp and between the United States and 
Europe. We've called this policy a balanced policy. But this policy will never 
place Tunisia inside anyone's sphere of influence. Besides, we've also been 
seeking what we call moderation. We are against extremism. We are against lateral 
struggles, and we are against destructive rancor. This is what made Arabs trust 
us, and the presence of the Arab League in Tunisia is the best evidence of that. 


(Question| Tunisia is one of the few countries of the Third World that has not 
been involved in border wars even though its disputes with its neighbors have 
sometimes been very vehement. Is this due, as some people claim, to milit&ry weak- 
ness, or is it one of the principles of Tunisia's policy vis a vis its neighbors? 


\Answer] The main principle in Tunisia's policy is to serve Arabs and Muslims 
wherever and whoever they are. Tunisia has always wanted to bring the countries 
of the Arab Maghreb together and to settle differences by peaceful means and nego- 
tiations. Tunisia has tried to establish cordial and friendly relations with all 
its neighbors. We know that unless we work together, we will not develop 
economically, socially and culturally in the Arab Maghreb. We are not to work 
together in an emotional reaction or as a result of passionate agitation. We must 
rather work together on the basis of the principle of integration and the 
principle of preserving the entity and traditions of each country. This is our 
policy, and regardless of conditions and circumstances, it will not change. We 
refuse to use violence to settle disputes, and we spurn struggles and strife 
which leave behind nothing but rancor and resentment. The Arab Maghreb will not 
rise unless all parties pledge to settle their disputes through negotiations. 
Tunisia's position on the question of the Sahara has always been a neutral one. 
We think the question of the Sahara is a question for the Maghreb more than it is 
an Arab or an African question. If we want to move ahead, we will have to control 
our emotions and to place the supreme [common] interests above our fondness for 
personal prestige. 


Question! Your Excellency, Mr Minister, now that we have asked you questions 
about the Palestinian question, about Tunisia's Arab policy and about Tunisia's 
relations with her neighbors, let us shift [our attention] to domestic con- 
ditions. Peopl2 coming into Tunisia have noticed--and we have noticed it as 
well--that there is a political mosaic [of some sort] in Tunisirz. There are 
innumerable groups: Maoists, Khomeyni followers, Albanians who admire the ideas 
of Enver Hoxha, Stalinists, etc. These political groups have proliferated in 
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Tunisia. Tunisian citizens are sometimes disturbed by that fact, which is 
completely out of tune with Tunisian reality. What in your opinion is the reason 
for the appearance of such movements, and where do you stand on that matter? 


[Answer] This is normal. I would say that there is no reason for being distur- 
bed. Tunisia is a country that developed rapidly. In a period not more than 25 
years Tunisian society experienced many adventures, became aware of new and 
different ideas and found out about about conflicting philosophies and opinions. 
Many young people attended schools and universities and traveled to Europe. Fur- 
thermore, people in Tunisia respect public liberties, and they respect 
individuals. This is something that cannot be found in most Third World coun- 
tries. I believe that young people must not be put on trial if they exhibit 
extremism in their conduct and beliefs. This is because young people are going 
through an inevitable stage. Furthermore, these movements that you talked about 
are restricted in time and place. The proper solution [for this] is to let the 
constitution regulate these intellectual movements so as to keep them away from 
marginal struggles and from illusions and false theories; they can thus become 
accountable to the majority and subject to it. We have begun "training" ourselves 
by traiaing people to practice democracy and to respect opposing opinions. We 
have to practice democracy. I believe that political movements and tendencies 
will have to decide on clear objectives and programs, and they will also have to 
become accustomed to spurn emotions and to be governed by reason. The turmoil 
which our young people are going through will be brief. 


I believe that Tunisia will not become a country of extremism and violence 
because the regime we chose is one that is based on the principle of serving 
people and on the principle of democracy. Democracy has become a matter of faith 
and conduct. Countries like Spain and Portugal had to wait many years before 
joining the European bloc because of the dictatorship [they had], and when they 
got rid of their dictatorships, doors were opened to them. We have to adopt this 
principle: democracy in government is the road to unity. People want democracy, 
and we do not have the right to keep them from having democracy. By the year 2000 
the population of the Arab Maghreb will be 200 million people. We have to lead 
them gradually into a new political situation and into an economic, social and 
cultural situation that is consistent with the new reality. This is the only 
guarantee for the area's invulnerability. It is the only way the area can be 
protected from interventions, adventures and ambitions. 


Question] You were an enthusiastic supporter of [the notion] that the existence 
of an opposition in Tunisia was mecessary. Quite candidly, Mr Tahar Belkhodja, 
now that an opposition does exist in Tunisia and now that this opposition can 
express its ideas and opinions, what is your evaluation of it? Will you sanction 
new political movements in the future just as you sanctioned the communist party? 


‘Answer! We have not yet achieved stability of principles and opinions. We have 
to wait for the next few months until the new political situation becomes clear 
and the coexistence of political groups becomes subject to the constitution and 
the law. On numerous occasions the president had announced that there would be no 
retreat from the principle of pluralism. We have benefited from the lessons of 
the past; we've stayed away from a policy of violence and inflexibility; and 
we've shunned the course of disposing of accounts. The opposition in Tunisia is 
nothing more than a normal phenomenon. It is one of the factors prodding the 
majority that is in power to think, to be firm and to be earnest. 
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[Question] The opposition says that you have not yet closed the existing rift 
within the party. 


‘Answer| All parties have struggles and disputes, and within all political par- 
ties there are conflicting groups, tendencies and positions. However, there is a 
general error that is observed by everyone. The general course for our party at 
the present stage is democracy, and the democratic trend is the trend that is 
prevalent now. 


[Question] Some people call you the party's rebel. You actually left the party 
twice [in the past] because of your opposition to the general course of the party. 


| Answer | Every politician has to go through difficult periods. He has to 
experience success and failure. Many politicians in Tunisia have failed, and this 
too is normal. It is true that we have not had physical eliminations [of our 
politicians] and bloody struggles, but we have had disputes within our party over 
the political course and over the country's public policy. I would say that it is 
necessary that politicians who are each other's adversaries coexist under the 
auspices of the [country's] laws and traditions. At any rate, I believe that what 
is useful will survive and what is corrupt will naturally vanish. 


[Question] It is being said that you are one of the few politicians in Tunisia 
who has a clear view of the future. 


|Answer|] I would be proud of that if my view of the future were compatible with 
that of the political group which is in power and that which is not in power. My 
view aims at sanctioning democratic practices in all areas. I am against violence 
and against inflexibility. I am for tolerance and for ensuring the confidence of 
all those who live in this country. 
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